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Population  of  Madura  Mission  Stations. 


Manamadura 

Dindigul 

Periakulam 

Tiruinangalarn 

Mandapasalei 

Madura 


553,593 
SI  2,872 
273,633 
264,621 
2 1 5,508 
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Palani  

Melur  
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Tirupuvanam 
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Total  in  Madura  Mission  ...  2,414,876 
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Adherents  ... 
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Schools  of  all  grades 
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Pupils  in  above 
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Contributions  by  the  people 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

American  Madura  Mission. 

1896. 


"^g^B  are  thankful  for  the  privilege  and  honor  of  work- 
ing for  our  Lord  one  more  year  in  India.  We  are  thank- 
ful also  for  the  abundant  rains  in  the  Madura  District 
during  the  year  and  for  the  comparative  exemption  from 
cholera.  We  are  thankful  to  God  for  putting  it  into  the 
heart  of  so  many  friends  to  rally  to  our  support  in  this 
year  of  exceptional  difficulty,  caused  by  the  reduction  of 
50  per  cent,  of  our  appropriations  for  our  work.  We  are 
thankful  that  our  native  brethren  have  borne  their  part  of 
the  reduction  so  patiently  and  cheerfully  and  in  some  in- 
stances have  made  special  efforts  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
If  you  fail  to  find  the  grand  results  which  you  hoped  for, 
in  these  pages,  please  remember  our  difficulties,  that  it  is 
not  an  easy  task  to  wage  a  successful  warfare  with  half 
one's  supplies  and  reinforcements  cut  off,  that  it  is  hard  to 
render  the  full  tale  of  bricks  when  so  much  time  is  spent 
in  gathering  straw.  We  beg  you  therefore  to  criticise  us 
lightly. 


I.    OUR  MISSION  CIRCLE. 

Our  Missionary  Force  at  present  is  composed  of  ten  men, 
nine  married,  and  six  unmarried  ladies.  We  have  three 
men  and  one  woman  less  than  we  had  one  year  ago.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hazen  and  Miss  Bessie  B.  Noyes  returned  from 
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furlough  during  the  year,  while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perkins,  Miss 
Mary  R.  Perkins,  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chandler,  and 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Washburn  have  gone  to  America  for  needed 
rest  and  health.  This  is  a  heavy  loss  of  workers  for  one 
year,  but  the  physicians  were  imperative  in  the  case  of 
Messrs.  Chandler  and  Wright.  One  flower  was  trans- 
planted to  the  heavenly  garden.  Dear  little  Edith  Jones, 
aged  five  months,  died  at  Kodaikanal  April  19th,  after  a 
brief  illness.  Dr.  Edward  Chester  was  married  April  9th 
to  Miss  Susan  R.  Kisler  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Mis- 
sion at  Guntur,  by  tho  Rev.  L.  B.  Wolf.  Mrs.  Chester 
was  already  known  to  most  of  us.  We  welcome  her  to  a 
large  sphere  of  usefulness  in  the  Dindigul  Station.  Aside 
from  the  fever  and  prostration  of  Messrs.  Wright  and 
Chandler,  and  the  long  and  troublesome  fever  of  little 
Clara  Holton,  there  has  been  comparatively  good  health 
throughout  the  mission. 


II.   OUR  CO-WORKERS. 

They  consist  of  pastors,  catechists,  teachers,  Bible 
women,  evangelists,  and  medical  agents.  Their  total  num- 
ber is  535,  which  is  34  less  than  last  year. 

1.  Pastors. — We  have  23  pastors,  an  increase  of  two  over 
last  year.  Rev.  M.  S.  Thirithuvathasan  was  ordained 
at  Melur  in  January  and  Rev.  G.  P.  Vethanayagam  at 
Sevalpatti  in  the  Mandapasalai  Station  in  February. 
These  men  not  only  have  charge  of  individual  congrega- 
tions as  pastors  at  home,  but  they  also  have  the  oversight 
of  several  congregations  and  schools  in  an  assigned  dis- 
trict. For  example,  the  Mandapasalai  Station  has  four 
pastorates  and  one  of  those  pastors  has  27  congregations 
and  8  schools.  The  pastor  visits  those  places  often  and 
counsels,  guides,  stimulates,  and  helps  the  workers  and 
people  under  him  the  same  as  the  missionary. 

2,  Catechisis  and  Teachers. — We  have  123  catechists 


ajid  287  teachers  at  work.  This  is  1C  fewer  catecliists  and 
18  fewer  teachers  than  last  year.  The  loss  is  owing  in 
part  to  the  reductions,  for  7  catechists  and  18  teachers 
have  been  dismissed  for  lack  of  funds  and  several  good 
men,  who  were  available  and  would  have  been  taken  on  if 
we  had  received  our  usual  allowances,  were  refused. 
Unable  to  advance,  we  have  endeavored  to  hold  our  own  by 
requiring  our  men  to  do  double  duty.  That  is,  where  a  man 
has  been  caring  for  two  congregations,  we  have  given  hirn 
one  or  two  more,  and  where  one  has  done  only  catechists 
or  teachers  work  alone,  we  have  given  him  both.  They 
have  taken  up  this  extra  work  quite  cheerfully  and  have 
done  it  as  well  as  they  could.  But  it  is  not  reasonable  to 
expect  the  highest  efficiency  from  a  man  who  teaches 
school  all  the  week  and  preaches  to  three  or  four  different 
congregations  on  the  Sabbath.  It  is  pretty  sure  to  bo 
poor  preaching,  or  poor  teaching,  or  both,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  entire  neglect  of  pastoral  work. 

Many  of  us  feel  that  our  stations  are  insufficiently  man- 
ned. This  is  not  only  from  the  lack  of  means,  but  also 
from  the  difficulty  in  securing  the  right  kind  of  men.  Dr. 
Tracy  speaks  very  strongly  on  this  point.  Dr.  Jones  says: 
"  In  the  Tirumangalam  Station  the  staff  has  been  con- 
siderably reduced.  This  has  been  from  three  causes'; 
{a)  The  reductions  in  our  appropriations.  Even  with  the 
generous  aid  of  American  friends  it  was  impossible  to  keep 
up  the  staff  at  the  50  per  cent,  reduced  income  of  the 
year,  (b)  As  those  kept  on  were  expected  to  receive  dur- 
ing the  year  a  reduced  salary  some  of  them,  being  less 
attached  to  us,  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  sever 
their  connection  with  the  mission  and  get  larger  salaries 
elsewhere,  (c)  The  other  cause  is  the  growing  difficulty 
with  which  good  men  can  be  secured  in  these  days.  For 
this  reason  we  have  held  on  to  some  whom  we  might  other- 
wise have  released.  With  all  our  efforts  in  the  line  of 
educating  young  men  during  the  past  few  years,  I  am 
convinced  that  good  men  for  mission  service  are  relative- 
ly more  scarce  now  than  I  have  ever  known  in  our  field." 
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He  farther  adds,  ff  I  have  observed  that  the  reductions  in 
our  appropriations  have  affected  the  spirit  and  dampened 
the  ardor  of  our  best  and  most  loyal  men.  They  cheerfully 
offered  to  relinquish  one  month's  salary  during  the  year,  as 
they  did  before,  in  view  of  the  reductions  imposed  upon  ua 
by  the  home  society.  But  such  self-denial  on  the  part  of  men, 
who  already  received  only  the  merest  pittance,  was  not  an 
unmixed  blessing,  for  the  suffering  which  it  would  neces- 
sarily bring  upon  them  and  their  families,  led  them  in 
their  quiet  moments  to  reflect  upon  the  growing  apathy  of 
our  home  churches  and  the  continued  financial  embarrass- 
ment of  the  mission  and  thus  to  feel  that  after  all,  their 
efforts  were  not  supported  and  that  they  were  engaged  in  a 
losing  cause." 

Of  these  workers  we  have  as  at  home,  both  the  good  and 
the  indifferent.  Some  of  them  try  us  exceedingly,  others 
are  a  great  comfort.  Let  us  take  two  illustrative  cases. 
One  is  an  old  man  and  old  fashioned,  but  with  a  face  beam- 
ing with  good  will  and  a  spirit  of  helpfulness.  His  con- 
gregation, almost  nothing  at  the  beginning,  is  now  large 
and  thoroughly  drilled  in  Christian  truth  and  in  the  les- 
sons prescribed  by  the  mission  for  all  our  village  congre- 
gations. So  faithful  is  he  in  instructing  his  people  that 
the  missionary  takes  great  comfort  in  visiting  them  and  in 
hearing  them  recite  the  Bible  and  Bible  stories.  The  two 
preceding  missionaries  took  the  same  comfort  in  visiting 
that  congregation.  The  other  example  is  that  of  a  catechist 
who  is  thoroughly  trustworthy,  who  conscientiously  per- 
forms his  duty  so  far  as  he  know  it,  who  will  go  with  his 
family  wherever  he  is  sent  without  a  murmur,  who  came 
home  on  one  occasion  to  find  his  child  dangerously  ill  and 
friends  full  of  anxiety  and  fear.  He  dropped  upon  his 
knees  by  the  sick  child  and  poured  out  his  full  heart  in 
such  a  trusting,  reverent  prayer  that  it  stilled  all  anxious 
fears  and  comforted  even  the  missionary  who  was  present. 

This  same  man  was  observed  day  after  day  sitting  by  the 
side  of  a  most  bigoted  Hindu,  explaining  the  Bible,  talking 
jn  low  earnest  tones,  and  pressing  the  truth  upon  hia  con* 
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science.  By  and  by  after  months  of  this  personal  work  the 
man  was  won  to  Christ.  The  testimony  now  is  that  the  ten- 
der prayers  and  upright  life  of  the  catechist  did  quite  as 
much  as  his  words  in  saving  that  man.  Such  workers  we 
love.  We  thank  God  for  them  and  pray  that  he  will  send 
us  more  like  them. 

Our  workers  often  lead  a  very  lonely  life  in  the  villages. 
Sometimes  they  are  so  far  above  their  congregations  in 
education  and  social  standing  that  their  people  look  upon 
them  as  of  another  nation,  and  out  of  touch  with  them. 
A  man  may  be  kind,  faithful  and  true  and  yet  a  barrier 
is  there  which  makes  it  hard  for  preacher  and  people.  Be- 
sides this,  if  he  is  a  spiritual  man,  there  is  no  sympathy  be- 
tween him  and  the  surrounding  Hindus.  "  His  conversa- 
tion is  in  heaven,"  while  "  they  are  of  the  earth  earthy." 
Hence  to  prevent  his  being  discouraged  we  visit  him  and 
his  people  as  often  as  we  can  and  try  to  stay  up  his  hands. 
Besides  this  each  missionary  has  a  meeting  every  month 
with  all  his  agents  when  they  receive  wages,  recite  lessons 
give  reports  of  work,  study  God's  word  together,  and  pray 
together.  More  general  meetings  are  held  in  March  at 
three  central  points  in  the  mission,  and  in  September  all 
the  agents  of  the  mission  come  together  in  Madura.  The 
meeting  held  in  September  this  year  was  especially  helpful 
to  our  workers  because  of  the  inspiring  addresses  given  by 
Bev.  Messrs.  Walker  of  the  C.  M.  S.  Mission  in  Tinne- 
velly  and  Hacker  of  the  London  Mission  in  Travancore. 
A  peculiarly  new  feature  of  the  meeting  was  the  presence 
of  Mr.  David,  the  Tamil  Evangelist,  who  gave  eight 
rousing  addresses  during  the  course  of  the  meeting.  His 
preaching  was  close  and  pungent,  and  delivered  with  the 
energy  of  a  man  on  fire  in  the  work  of  saving  souls.  It 
was  thoroughly  Scriptural  and  he  seemed  to  be  filled  with 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Crowds  always  came  to  his  meetings. 
Many  of  our  workers  had  a  revelation  of  the  possibilities 
in  Christian  work,  provided  one  is  baptized  from  on  high. 
Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  full  results  of  those  meetings. 
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3.  Bible  Women. — We  have  G7  Bible  women  now  at 
work.  Of  their  work  we  shall  speak  further  on.  Just 
here  we  wish  to  say  a  word  of  them  personally.  As  a  rule 
they  are  a  comfort  and  an  inspiration  to  the  missionary. 
They  are  hard  working,  faithful,  prayerful,  and  devoted. 
Many  of  them  spend  seven  hours  per  day  during  five  daj's 
of  the  week  in  house  to  house  visitation  and  then  volun- 
teer to  work  on  Sunday  in  addition.  One  cannot  read 
about  their  enthusiasm  in  their  work  without  being  thrilled 
through  and  through. 

Miss  M.  M.  Root  has  18  already  at  work,  but  says  that 
"  the  difficulty  now  is  to  find  suitable  women  for  this  work. 
Six  live  in  Madura  and  the  suburbs  and  walk  from  two 
to  six  miles  every  day  to  their  work.  Two  others  live  in 
the  town  and  go  cut  every  day  in  a  small  cart,  their  far- 
thest village  being  eight  miles  from  Madura.  Nine  of 
them  live  in  villages  from  three  to  twelve  miles  out  where 
they  have  not  many  privileges  and  lead  a  lonely  life,  without 
school  privileges  for  their  children,  but  they  endure  all  these 
hardships  cheerfully,  and  so  do  those  who  have  to  walk  five 
or  six  miles  every  day  in  the  hot  sun,  or  in  the  mud  and 
rain  in  the  rainy  season,  with  no  cloth  for  a  change  when 
the  one  they  have  on  is  wet." 

It  is  most  refreshing  to  read  of  women  so  engaged  in 
their  work  that  they  have  to  be  restrained  by  the  mission- 
ary lest  they  injure  their  health,  and  that  some  of  them 
spend  an  hour  at  a  time  in  delightful  fellowship  with  God 
upon  their  knees.  Miss  Swift  writes  as  follows : — "This 
year  it  has  become  painfully  evident,  through  the  serious 
illness  of  some  of  the  Bible  women,  that  they  have  been 
attempting  more  than  they  were  physically  equal  to,  and 
I  have  felt  impelled  to  reduce  their  work  by  cutting  off  a 
number  of  the  more  unsatisfactory  pupils.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  a  good  proportion  of  my  workers,  not  only  do 
what  may  be  reasonably  expected  of  them,  but  uuder- 
take  much  volunteer  work  and  are  instant  in  season 
and  out  of  season.  Some  of  them  are  women  of  prayer. 
One  of  them  is  in  feeble  health  and  whenever  unable  to 
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sleep  rises  to  read  lier  Bible  and  pray,  and  for  pure  love 
of  talking  to  her  Lord,  thinks  nothing  of  spending  an 
hour  upon  her  knees.  Another  is  overwhelmed  with  long- 
ing to  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord  among  the  people  and 
prays  continuously  with  the  deepest  earnestness."  For  this 
testimony  let  us  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

4.  Evangelists. — We  have  sixteen  of  these  men  doing 
work  exclusively  among  non-Christians.  Our  ordinary  cate- 
chists  have  for  a  first  duty,  the  care  of  one  or  more  con- 
gregations. Then  if  they  do  not  have  a  school  they  are 
expected  to  spend  the  remainder  of  their  time  in  work 
among  Hindus  and  Mohammedans.  Some  of  our  conscien- 
tious and  faithful  men  spend  fifteen  or  twenty  days  or 
parts  of  days  in  this  work  every  month.  But  some  have 
too  much  to  do  in  the  care  of  two  or  three  large  congre- 
gations. Hence  we  have  employed  evangelists  who  devote 
their  whole  time  to  efforts  in  winning  non-Christians.  They 
go  into  the  neglected  districts  far  away  and  sometimes 
have  gained  new  congregations  for  us. 

5.  Medical  Agents. — They  are  twelve  in  the  two  hos- 
pitals at  Madura,  five  at  Dindigul,  one  at  Pasumalai,  and 
one  at  Arupukottai.  We  shall  hereafter  speak  of  those 
at  Madura  and  Dindigul.  The  one  at  Pasumalai  is  quite 
essential  for  the  care  of  the  nearly  400  students  with  the 
teachers  and  their  families  who  are  gathered  there.  The 
one  at  Arupukottai  relieves  the  missionaries  of  much  caro, 
but  they  could  hardly  bare  the  expense  were  it  not  that 
he  also  teaches  in  the  boarding  school. 

We  have  thus  far  been  treating  of  the  workers.  We 
now  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  wore. 


III.    EVANGELISTIC  WORK. 

This  we  divide  into  two  parts,  1st,  work  among  Christ- 
ians, 2nd,  work  among  non-Christiaus. 
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I!   WORK  AMONG  CHRISTIANS. 
This  naturally  begins  with 

(a)  The  Churches. — We  have  38  of  these  with  a  total 
membership  of  4,595,  which  is  a  gain  of  14  over  last  year. 
Added  by  profession  173,  which  gives  an  average  of  more 
than  seven  to  each  native  pastor.  Added  by  profession 
and  letter  and  restored  to  church  privileges  476,  which  is 
more  than  20  to  each  pastor.  Some  of  our  churches  are 
composed  of  all  the  communicants  in  the  various  vil- 
lages of  the  entire  station,  no  one  congregation  being 
large  enough  to  furnish  a  fourth  part  of  the  pastor's  salary 
which  we  require  before  installing  him  over  them. 

Our  churches  are  far  from  coming  up  to  our  ideal.  Indi- 
viduals fall  easily  into  sin.  The  other  members  are  reluctant 
to  discipline  them,  especially  if  they  are  prominent  persons. 
And  there  is  no  public  conscience  against  sins  which  people 
of  the  West  abhor.  Those  sins  are  all  about  them,  com- 
mitted daily  without  shame  or  remark,  and  they  themselves 
had  been  so  accustomed  to  do  them  until  they  became 
Christians  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  scarcely  notice 
them  afterwards.  The  pastors  find  it  difficult  to  enforce 
discipline  and  secure  purity.  The  firm  hand  of  the  mis- 
sionary is  constantly  needed  to  aid  the  pastor  and  will  be 
needed  for  many  year  to  come.  Sometimes  we  are  grieved 
when  we  find  church  members  falling  into  sin  again  and 
again,  and  our  sorrow  is  not  lessened  when  we  see  the  church 
so  slow  to  discipline  them.  We  feel  most  deeply  the  need  of 
a  revival  in  the  church.  Righteousness  is  the  great  neces- 
sity, but  righteousness  will  never  be  attained  until  the 
Spirit  is  poured  from  on  high  and  the  people  are  made  to 
feel  and  hate  their  sins  and  put  them  away.  Sin  has  such 
a  rank  growth  in  this  land,  has  held  undisputed  sway  so 
long  in  men's  hearts  that,  after  they  come  into  the  church, 
it  will  be  a  loosing  game  with  them  unless  the  Holy  Spirit 
helps  them,  quickens  them,  and  purifies  them.  We  are 
longing,  praying,  and  hoping  for  a  glorious  effusion  of  the 
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Spirit  upon  the  churches  of  India.  When  that  comes 
there  will  he  first  purity,  then  power,  then  great  iu- 
gatherings  such  as  we  have  scarcely  dreamed  of. 

In  regard  to  church  discipline  there  is  a  hopeful  side  of 
our  people's  character.  We  find  that  when  we  deal  faith- 
fully and  prayerfully  with  them  they  generally  follow  our 
advice  and  suspend  the  offender,  especially  if  we  clearly 
set  forth  the  teaching  of  the  Scriptures  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  sin  and  the  duty  of  church  discipline.  Mr.  Hazen 
reports  that  "an  influential  family  recently  gave  their 
daughter  in  marriage  to  a  Hindu  without  the  Christian 
ceremony.  Those  best  informed  thought  the  church  would 
not  dare  suspend  the  parents,  but  when  I  had  solemnly 
set  forth  the  revealed  will  of  God  on  the  subject  they  vot- 
ed unanimously  to  suspend  the  offenders."  This  teachablo 
spirit  of  our  members  is  most  adrnii'able.  It  illustrates  a 
trait  of  character  which  deserves  notice.  Their  simple 
acceptance  of  the  revealed  will  of  God,  both  as  to  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  is  very  touching.  Any  thing  like  doubt 
suggested  by  modern  criticism  is  utterly  unknown  among 
them.  As  children  they  accept  the  word  of  God  as  they 
find  it.  "Our  father  says  so"  is  enough  for  them.  Their 
faith  is  characterized  by  simplicity  rather  than  strength, 
their  prayers  are  the  out-gushings  of  a  loving,  trusting  heart 
rather  than  the  restlings  of  a  Jacob.  Travail  of  soul,  ago- 
ny in  prayer  we  almost  never  see  or  hear.  But  they  talk 
to  God  as  children  do  in  loving  confidence.  Deep  convic- 
tion of  sin,  either  before  or  after  conversion  we  have  yet 
to  find.  But  we  cannot  doubt  that  many  of  them  are  true 
children  of  God  and  walking  with  Ilim.  Wheu  we  see 
them  forsaking  all  earthly  possessions  and  friends  for 
Christ's  sake,  enduring  prolonged  and  bitter  persecution  for 
Him  and  offering,  to  lay  down  their  lives  for  Him,  we  can- 
not doubt  that  they  are  sons  of  God. 

(b)  \  Congregations. — These  arc  composed  of  church- 
members  and  adherents.  No  one  is  baptized  and  received 
into  the  ehureh  until  by  a  rigid  examination  and  close  ob- 
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nervation  of  his  life  we  are  satisfied  that  he  is  a  true  child 
©f  God.  But  we  receive  into  the  congregation  all  who 
will  put  themselves  under  our  instruction.  The  total  num- 
ber of  adherents,  or  members  of  our  congregations,  at  present 
is  15,495.  This  is  a  falling  off  of  188  from  last  year,  owing 
in  part  to  the  reductions  in  mission  funds,  for  we  could  not 
give  catechists  to  look  after  them  all,  and  some  became 
discouraged  and  went  back  to  their  old  gods,  others  went 
to  other  and  neighbouring  missions.  Some  had  come  to  us 
for  financial  aid,  for  help  in  cases  of  litigation,  for  matri- 
monial purposes  and  such  like,  failing  to  get  which  they 
left  ub.  Having  no  root  in  themselves  when  the  hot  sun 
of  trial  and  persecution  arose  they  withered  away.  This 
point  is  illustrated  in  the  Mandapasalai  Station.  Mr.  Hazen 
writes  as  follows : — "  We  have  received  six  new  congrega- 
tions during  the  year  with  a  total  of  about  200  souls,  and 
yet  our  statistical  tables  shew  a  loss  of  214.  The  reason 
for  this  is  that  the  work  had  so  enlarged  on  my  predeces- 
sor's hands  that  he  could  not  supply  all  these  new  congrega- 
tions that  came  over  to  Christianity  with  a  preacher  to  live 
among  them,  but  put  them  under  the  care  of  a  catechist 
three  or  four  miles  away  who  had,  it  may  be,  two  or  three 
other  congregations  to  look  after.  He  had  neither  men 
nor  money  sufficient  for  the  constantly  enlarging  work. 
When  it  came  to  my  hands  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  I 
was  met  at  the  outset  with  a  50  per  cent,  reduction  of  funds. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  aid  personal  friends  rendered,  and 
notwithstanding  rigid  economy  in  every  department  of  the 
work  and  desperate  struggles  to  carry  the  burden,  eight 
workers  had  to  be  dispensed  with.  At  this  the  people  who 
had  no  very  strong  hold  on  the  truth  as  yet,  and  had  come 
to  us-  expecting  aid,  became  disheartened  and  gradually 
dropped  away.  There  are  scores  of  people  in  a  number 
©f  villages  that  insist  upon  having  a  catechist  all  to  them- 
selves, but  we  could  not  meet  their  wishes  for  lack  of 
means  and  sometimes  for  lack  of  men.  Many  such  have 
left  us  this  year.  These  feeble  Christians  get  the  impres- 
sion that  we  have  no  care  for  them.    It  makes  our  heart 
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acho  to  think  how  many  might  have  been  saved  had  we 
only  been  able  to  take  proper  care  for  them.  Many  are 
saying  to  day  "No  man  cared  for  my  soul."  "We  long 
inteusly  to  be  doing  something  besides  trying  to  hold  our 
own.  We  long  to  enter  these  new  fields  that  are  opening 
up  on  our  right  hand  and  on  our  left  and  hold  them 
for  Christ/'' 

Dr.  Jones  mourns  greatly  the  deficiency  of  good  men- 
Dr.  Tracy  says  "  Periakulam  Station  is  greatly  underman- 
ned." We  all  feel  the  need  of  more  men  who  are  thoroughly 
consecrated  and  of  the  funds  to  keep  them  from  want. 

The  total  number  of  congregations  is  307,  but  we  have 
Christians  in  443  different  villages.  Where  there  is  only 
one  family  of  Christians,  with  three  or  four  souls,  in  a. 
village,  we  do  not  call  that  a  congregation,  but  try  to  persu- 
ed  them  to  come  to  a  neighbouring  village  for  worship  where 
regular  service  is  held.  Regular  service  at  a  place  entitles 
them  to  be  called  a  congregation,  whether  there  is  a  house 
of  worship  or  not,  taking  for  granted  of  course  that  there 
are  enough  Christians  there  to  make  it  worth  while  for  the 
catechist  to  go  there  systematically  for  divine  service.  At 
the  plaee  where  the  catechist  lives,  services  are  held  on  the 
Sabbath  and  usually  a  prayer  meeting  every  night  after  the 
day's  work  is  done  and  the  evening  meal  partaken  of. 

Of  our  Christian  community  only  5,067  can  read,  or 
about  one-third.  The  greatest  ignorance  prevails  among 
the  women.  To  remedy  this  defect  the  catechist  is  expected 
to  give  faithful  and  systematic  instruction  in  the  rudiments  of 
Christianity.  And  to  aid  him  we  have  prepared,  with  great 
care,  a  schedule  of  lessons  for  our  village  congregations. 
It  has  one  lesson  a  week  in  a  five  years'  course.  It  con- 
tains a  golden  text  for  every  Sabbath,  the  prominent  events 
in  the  life  of  Christ,  the  interesting  portions  of  the  Old 
Testament  history  and  once  .a  month  a  doctrinal  or  topical 
lesson.  This  gives  uniformity  throughout  the  mission. 
Whenever  a  pastor  or  missionary  visits  a  congregation  he 
examines  them  in  the  lessons  of  the  past  month.  We  feel 
.confident  that  these  lessons  are  a  source  of  .much  profit  to 
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tlie  people.  Dr.  Jones  says,  "The  missions'  new  scheme  of 
studies  for  the  congregation  is  a  great  help  and  stimulus. 
I  have  in  the  Tirutnangalam  Station  annual  prize  Bible 
examinations  upon  the  year's  lessons.  One  is  for  those 
■who  can  read,  another  for  the  illiterate,  while  a  third  is  for 
the  children.  These  have  been  the  means  of  adding  inter- 
est among  all  our  people  in  the  sacred  duty  of  treasuring 
Cod's  word  in  their  minds." 

In  the  development  of  our  congregations  we  are  begin- 
ning to  realize  that  sufficient  attention  has  not  been  given 
hitherto  to  the  women.  Many  of  them  are  ignorant, 
inattentive  and  have  little  or  no  interest  in  religious  mat- 
ters. The  new  congregations  are  sometimes  found  without 
a  woman  present  at  service  on  the  Sabbath.  Mr.  Hazen 
found  a  large  congregation  which  had  joined  us  one  year 
ago  without  one  woman  ever  being  present  at  worship. 
He  was  about  to  build  a  church  for  them,  but  learning 
their  custom  in  this  respect  refused  to  take  another  step  in 
the  matter  until  they  pledged  themselves  to  bring  wives 
and  children  to  service.  There  is  a  grand  field  here  for 
our  agents'  wives.  They  have  not  thus  far  realized  their 
duty  and  privilege  to  the  Christian  women.  They  wish  to 
be  "employed,"  but  we  are  aiming  to  shew  them  and  make 
them  feel  the  blessedness  of  voluntary,  self-denying  labor 
in  cooperation  with  their  husbands. 

Dr.  Jones  sends  us  the  following  in  regard  to  persecu- 
tion:— "In  Tirumangalam  Station  we  have  had  this  year 
renewed  evidence,  if  any  were  needed,  of  the  falsity  of 
Vivekanantham's  statement  that  Hinduism  and  its  adher- 
ents are  the  most  tolerant  upon  earth.  Indifferent  they 
are  to  a  certain  extent,  but  few  people  are  better  versed 
at  times  than  they  in  the  art  of  annoying,  worrying,  and 
injuring  those  Christians  who  live  among  them  and  urge 
Christ  upon  them.  I  know  of  no  system  which  lends 
itself  more  easily  to  many  forms  of  persecution  than  does 
Hinduism.  I  give  two  illustrations,  one  characteristic  of 
the  social  system  which  prevails  here,  and  the  other  typical 
of  the  character  of  the  people.    The  Hindus  have  for  years 
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given  trouble  to  one  large  congregation  by  noisy  proces- 
sions passing  the  church  during  the  hours  of  service.  This 
is  distinctly  against  the  law  of  the  land.  For  years  we 
have  sought  to  have  the  annoyance  stopped.  When  we 
finally  succeeded  the  Ilindus,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
village  officers,  proclaimed  a  boycot  against  the  Christians. 
The  nine  village  servants,  viz.,  blacksmith,  mason,  carpen- 
ter, potter,  barber,  washerman,  town-crier,  grave-digger 
and  leather-worker  were  called  to  a  public  meeting,  taken 
before  the  village  idol  and  there  compelled  to  take  an  oath 
not  to  render  any  service  whatever  to  any  Christian  at 
the  risk  of  a  heavy  fine.  Moreover  the  non-Christian 
bazaars  were  all  closed  to  them.  To  those  who  know  the 
helplessness  of  a  native  of  this  land  when  the  above  men- 
tioned servants  deny  their  services  to  him  the  severity  of 
this  persecution  may  be  understood.  After  nearly  a 
month  of  this  boycot  with  all  of  its  loss,  annoyance,  and 
exasperation  I  succeeded  in  having  the  Deputy  Collector 
visit  the  place  with  me  to  investigate  the  case  department- 
ally.  It  was  shewn  conclusively  to  him  that  the  boycot 
was  ordered  by  the  villagers  in  public  assembly  under 
the  special  direction  of  the  village  officers.  After  a  whole 
day  of  lying  and  subterfuge,  iu  which  all  sorts  of  dark 
tricks,  too  well  known  in  this  land,  were  resorted  to,  they 
were  finally  made  to  confess  their  fault,  to  go  again  before 
the  village  idol,  take  a  new  oath  contrary  to  the  former 
one,  swearing  hereafter  to  treat  the  Christians  exactly  as 
they  do  others.  How  confusing  all  this  must  have  been  to 
the  village  deity  and  how  humiliating  to  these  its  devotees 
I  need  not  mention.  Their  written  oath  also  was  recorded 
that  they  would  relinquish  the  income  connected  with 
their  work  if  they  wero  found  doing  this  again.  The 
leading  Hindus,  were  compelled  to  take  oath  that  they 
would  never  do  so  again  and  that  no  procession  be  allowed 
to  pass  our  church  at  certain  stated  hours  of  service  on 
Sundays  and  week  days.  The  village  officer  who  was  at 
the  bottom  of  all  the  trouble  was  given  the  option  of  re- 
signing or  of  being  prosecuted.  He  accepted  the  former  and 
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resigned  his  office.  The  whole  affair  was  then  closed  by  a 
sapient  and  significant  piece  of  advice  of  the  Brahman 
official  to  all  the  villagers  that  they  "try  hereafter  to  ex- 
cel the  Christians  in  true  Christian  conduct." 

"The  other  instance  of  persecution  is  very  unlike  the 
above,  and  for  a  different  reason  would  be  possible  in  few 
places  outside  of  India.  A  young  man  joined  one  of  our 
congregations  a  few  months  ago  and  seemed  genuinely  in 
earnest,  as  well  as  thoroughly  convinced  that  in  Christ  alone 
was  his  hope.  For  a  few  weeks  he  attended  service  regu- 
larly and  shewed  much  happiness  in  his  new  life,  notwith- 
standing that  his  wife  refused  to  cook  for  him  and  he  had 
to  leave  his  home  and  eat  among  Christians.  One  Sabbath 
he  was  missing  from  church  and  on  inquiry  it  was  found 
that  his  aged  father  had  taken  oath  not  to  eat  anything  so 
long  as  his  son  continued  a  Christian.  Desperately  true  to 
his  oath,  he  Avas  daily  growing  weaker  until  the  filial  heart 
of  the  son  softened  and  he  promised  to  desist  from  attending 
divine  service.  After  the  father  had  recovered  his 
strength  the  son  again  grew  bold  in  his  purpose,  consorted 
with  Christians,  and  attended  services,  only  however  to  be 
confronted  with  the  former  situation  of  a  starving  father, 
which  he  stood  until  it  became  dangerous  and  he  again 
yielded,  promising  however  to  the  Christians,  to  return 
when  his  persecuting  father  had  passed  beyond  by  a  more 
natural  and  peaceable  means  than  -  starvation." 

(c)  Sabbath  Schools. — We  have  245  Sabbath  Schools, 
which  is  a  gain  of  twenty-sis  over  last  year.  The  member- 
ship is  6,G65,  which  is  again  of  817.  These  schools  in  the 
villages  are  of  the  simplest  nature.  As  few  of  the  people 
can  read,  in  many  instances  none  at  all,  the  catechist 
must  necessarily  be  the  teacher,  and  all  of  his  congrega- 
tion, old  and  young,  male  and  female  is  in  the  only  class. 
In  the  large  cities  and  at  the  station  centres,  where  there 
is  generally  a  boarding  school,  classes  can  be  formed  as 
at  home  and  the  International  Lessons  are  used.  Mr.  Hol- 
ton  has  followed  the  example  of  the  Palani  Sunday  School, 
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mentioned  in  the  last  Report,  in  bringing  the  Hindu  boys  of 
the  station  day  school  to  join  the  boarding  school  on  Sun- 
day afternoons,  thus  having  one  large  enthusiastic  school 
instead  of  one  in  the  morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon  as 
before.  By  tho  use  of  the  organ,  a  violin,  the  picture-roll, 
and  illustrated  cards  and  teachers'  meeting  Saturday  night 
the  school  is  generally  above  125  in  number,  one  half  of 
which  is  Hindu  or  Mohammedan. 

(c?)  Young:  Men's  Christian  Associations. — There  are 
five  of  these  societies  in  a  flourishing  state  in  the  mission, 
viz.,  one  each  at  Pasumalai,  Madura,  Dindigul,  Buttalagundu 
and  Arupukottai.  All  are  of  great  assistance  in  the 
work  of  evangelization.  The  association  at  Madura  has 
taken  on  fresh  life  from  the  residence  of  Mr.  Azariah,  the 
General  Secretary  iu  Madura.  They  have  a  reading  room 
and  library  with  a  number  of  volumes  in  it,  contributed  by 
missionaries.  They  have  had  three  public  lectures,  ob- 
served the  week  of  prayer,  supported  two  Sunday  Schools, 
and  many  of  the  members  have  signed  a  declaration  pro- 
mising to  devote  the  first  half  hour  of  every  day  to  the 
study  of  the  Bible  and  to  prayer.  They  close  the  year 
with  a  balance  of  Rs.  22  in  hand. 

(e)  Young  People's  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor. — ■ 
There  are  twenty  of  these  societies  in  the  mission  and  they 
are  eminently  useful.  Had  we  space  we  should  be  glad 
to  give  the  reports  entire  of  these  societies.  These  young 
people  assist  the  pastors  and  catechists  in  street-preach- 
ing, they  maintain  prayer  meetings,  they  give  splendid 
testimonies  for  Christ  before  the  world,  young  men  and 
women  and  little  children  learn  to  pray  and  to  give  and  to 
do.  God  bless  the  Endeavor  Societies.  Until  recently 
our  people  have  expected  pay  for  all  Christian  work,  bub 
these  societies  are  giving  them  a  new  idea  of  what  it  is  to 
be  a  Christian.  They  are  waking  up  our  people  to  a  new 
life  of  activity  and  usefulness.  They  are  shewing  them 
the  blessedness  of  voluntary  service  for  Christ.  This 
Endeavor  movement  is  changing  the  aims  and  spirit  and 


tone  of  our  churches.  Mr.  KIwood  writes  that  "The 
weekly  Christian  Endeavor  meeting  is  a  real  means 
of  grace  to  the  boarding  school  pupils.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
me  to  attend  and  see  how  much  they  owe  their  changed 
views  of  life  and  changed  character  to  the  prayer  meeting 
and  Bible  lessons."  Dr.  Jones  says  that  "The  Endeavor- 
ers  of  Tirumangalam  Station  are  the  centre  of  life  and 
activity.  They  manifest  this  not  only  in  the  conduct  of 
divine  service,  but  also,  and  more  especially,  in  evangelistic 
work  among  the  Hindus  in  sorronnding  villages/' 

Our  annual  gathering  with  our  agents  in  September  was 
varied  somewhat  this  year  by  having  a  "  Young  People's 
Day,"  which  was  wholly  given  up  to  meetings  for  and 
with  our  Y.  M.  C.  A's.  and  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E's.  and  King's 
Daughters.  It  brought  together  many  young  men  and 
women  fiom  different  parts  of  the  mission,  and  proved  to 
be  a  day  of  great  interest  and  profit  to  all.  Besides  the 
sermons,  addresses,  discussions,  reports  and  enthusiastic 
singing,  there  was  a  procession,  nearly  a  thousand  strong, 
which  passed  with  music  and  banners  through  the  principal 
streets  of  Madura,  and  in  which  the  different  schools  and 
societies  from  all  parts  of  the  mission  took  part.  All  felt 
that  "Young  People's  Day"  was  a  success. 

( /")  The  Order  of  King's  Daughters. — Of  the  society 
at  Battalagundu  Mrs.  Derrick  writes  as  follows: — "It  is 
doing  a  good  work.  The  attendance  has  been  from  8  to 
12  at  each  meeting.  The  money  collected  is  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  Bible  woman.    The  society  has  Rs.  27  in  hand." 

There  is  one  other  King's  Daughters  Society  in  the  mission 
and  that  is  in  the  Periakulam  Station.  Mrs.  Tracy  reports 
as  follows  :  "  Its  work  has  grown  steadily.  The  nine  circles 
have  had  172  members  during  the  year.  A  new  plan  for 
raising  money  was  tried  with  gratifying  success.  The  mite- 
boxes  contained  more  than  sixty  rupees,  being  larger  thau 
the  amount  raised  last  year." 


[g)    Festivals. — Much  is  made  of  Christmas  holidays 
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by  our  people  as  at  home,  but  Christmas  ia  more  of  a 
religious  festival  here  than  in  America.  On  that  day  all  our 
people  assemble  for  worship  in  the  morning,  in  some  places 
the  hour  being  four  or  five  o'clock.  After  that  comes  the 
giving  of  gifts  and  family  gatherings.  On  New  Year  day 
schools  and  congregations,  with  teachers  and  catechists, 
come  to  call  upon  the  missionary.  Limes,  garlands,  and 
fruit  are  brought  and  the  procession  is  sometimes  headed 
by  a  native  band  of  musicians,  carrying  horns,  kettle  drums 
and  pipe.  Addresses  appropriate  to  the  occasion  are  made 
in  church,  sometimes  Bible  examinations  followed  by  a 
prize,  then  games,  fireworks  in  the  evening  and  occasion- 
ally a  feast  to  all  the  poor  Christians.  As  in  their  former 
state  they  had  several  annual  festivals  we  try  to  make  this 
one  a  glad  day  for  all.  Besides  these,  special  festivals  call- 
ed "  Melas  "  have  been  held  in  Tirumangalam  Station  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years.  Dr.  Jones  feels  that  "  The  two 
festivals  of  this  year  held  in  different  parts  of  the  station 
have  been  worth  in  blessing  more  than  all  the  labor  bes- 
towed upon  them.  All  the  people  came  at  their  own 
expense  and  brought  offerings  amounting  to  more  than 
twenty -five  rupees.  The  subject  dwelt  upon  during  the  two 
days  of  the  meeting  was  '  Witness  bearing  for  Christ.'  I 
am  happy  to  help  by  these  meetings  in  developing  among 
our  people  a  feeling  of  Christian  fellowship  and  esprit  de 
corps." 

2.    WORK  AMONG  NON-CHRISTIANS. 

(a)  Bible  Wouen's  Work. — This  department  of  our 
work  is  bright  and  full  of  promise.  It  has  developed 
rapidly  and  is  destined  to  work  a  change  upon  the  face  of 
society.  So  long  as  Satan  holds  the  wives  and  mothers,  ho 
is  content  to  let  us  do  our  utmost  upon  the  other  elements 
of  society;  he  will  still  hold  the  nation.  But  by  the  faith- 
ful earnest  work  of  these  67  Bible  women,  now  in  our 
employ,  a  movement  is  being  inaugurated  that  will  prove  a 
great  blessing. 

Mrs.  Tracy  says  that  "  Villago  life  is  utterly  stagnant. 
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The  women  gossip  and  quarrel  and  go  their  round  of 
domestic  duties,  caring  for  little  else.  It  is  one  of  the 
sad  features  of  the  life  of  natives  in  India  that  there  is 
no-  such  thing  as  what  we  in  the  West  call  '  home  life/ 
Disorder,  low  ideas,  and  ignorance  prevail.  We  want  to 
break  in  upon  and  break  up  this  monotonous  existence, 
substituting  the  new  stimulating  life  of  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus,  both  to  Christians  and  non-Christians.  This  is  the 
work  which  we  aim  to  do  by  the  Bible  woman.  A  caste 
woman  in  Periakulam,  who  had  been  instructed  by  the 
Bible  woman  told  the  pastor  how  she  had  found  healing 
for  her  sins,  that  the  new  religion  was  to  her  what  breath 
is  to  her  body,  that  she  wanted  baptism  and  a  new  name- 
She  has  since  been  received  into  the  church  and  adorns 
her  profession.'* 

Mrs.  Holton  writes : — "  One  of  my  Bible  women  works 
among  the  high  class  women  and  reports  their  condition 
as  most  wretched :  they  are  slaves  to  their  servants.  If 
they  see  a  hawk  flying  over  head  they  cry  '  call  our  lady, 
here  is  our  god  flying,'  and  at  once  the  harem  ladies  wor- 
ship. If  a  woman  offers  them  sacred  ashes,  saying  '  Siva, 
Siva/  they  reverently  take  it  and  rub  it  on  their  forehead. 
The  servants  tell  them  that  they  must  make  a  vow  to 
Krishna  Swami,  and  immediately  the  purse  is  opened  and 
the  servants  get  the  benefit  of  it.  All  the  Bible  women 
report  increasing  interest  among  the  women  in  learning 
to  read  and  iu  asking  questions  about  the  Bible,  Jesus,  and 
our  religion." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  development  of  this  work. 
For  example,  at  the  beginning  of  year  the  work  among  the 
Mohammedans  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Herrick. 
She  has  two  agents  at  work  among  these  people.  "  One  is 
a  Hindustani  speaking  woman,  while  the  other  is  so  anxi- 
ous to  learn  the  language,  that  she  spent  her  vacation  time 
in  May  in  the  school  with  the  teacher,  and  as  the  result 
is  now  able  to  read  and  teach  the  First  Book  in  Hindus- 
tani, and  is  beginning  to  converse  with  the  people  in  their 
own  language.    The  work  among  the  Mohammedans  is 
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interesting,  but  is  also  exciting.  One  often  feels  as  If 
living  in  an  earthquake  country,  where  something  startling 
is  likely  to  occur.  Several  times  during  the  year  the 
women  have  been  hindered  in  their  work  by  some  order 
of  the  Mohammedan  priest,  but  they  have  gone  quietly  on, 
and  ia  a  short  time  the  trouble  has  ceased.  81  women 
have  been  reading  during  the  year,  68  are  still  on  the  roli 
and  3  reading  the  Bible." 

Mrs.  Elwood  writes  with  much  enthusiasm  of  her  work. 
She  says.;  "We  have  tried  to  give  the  gospel  message  to 
every  woman  in  Palani,  by  visiting  every  house  in  a  given 
section  of  the  town  within  a  month,  and  then  taking  up 
the  next  section.  In  this  way  many  houses  have  been 
visited,  which  the  Bible  women  never  before  tried  to  enter, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  they  have  visited  267  more 
houses  than  last  year.  They  were  mueh  gratified  to  find 
how  ready  the  women  and  many  of  the  men  were  to  receive 
them  and  with  what  interest  the  people  in  general  listened 
to  their  message.  I  have  been  pleased  with  the  frank, 
fearless  way  in  which  the  women  talk  about  Christ  in  the 
presence  of  their  relatives  and  friends.  I  was  surprised 
to  find  how  many  refuse  to  worship  the  household  gods. 
One  old  man  whoso  daughter  is  a  reader,  said  to  the  Bible 
woman,  1  The  young  people  are  all  becoming  crazy  through 
the  influence  of  the  English  and  their  l'eligion.  Here  i3 
my  daughter  who  will  not  worship  our  gods,  because  she 
says  they  have  no  power  to  help  us.  And  my  two  sons 
refuse  to  attend  our  feasts  and  do  not  worship  our  gods, 
but  say  that  the  Christian  religion  is  the  only  religion 
worth  believing.  I  am  afraid  that  -they  will  all  become 
Christians  some  day,  but  I  want  to  die  before  that  happens.'  " 

Mrs.  OSazen  writes  as  follows; — "So  large  a  number  of 
the  Christian  women  of  Arupukottai  were  unable  to  read  and 
were  so  ignorant  of  the  things  which  Hindu  women  know, 
if  they  have  been  some  time  under  the  instruction  of  a 
Bible  woman,  that  it  seemed  best  to  give  them  the  indi- 
vidual training  that  can  only  be  given  in  their  homes. 
Accordingly  a  Bible  woman  was  appointed  on  the  first  «o£ 
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May  to  work  among  Christians.  31  women  and  girls  are 
under  regular  instruction,  while  many  more  hear  truths 
every  day,  which  otherwise  they  would  hear  only  once  a 
week  and  some  of  them  not  at  all,  as  they  do  not  come  to 
church.  The  amount  contributed  by  the  women  of  Aru- 
pukottai  has  sufficed  for  the  support  of  this  Bible  woman. 
In  a  few  other  villages  women  are  learning  to  read,  making 
the  number  of  Christian  pupils  47.  The  Mohammedan 
pupils  number  2i.  The  Hindu  women  have  sent  in  many 
requests  for  prayer  to  the  women's  prayer  meeting,, 
generally  accompanying  the  request  with  an  offering. 
Most  of  them  send  in  monthly  offerings,  small  indeed  but 
valuable  because  free  will  offerings.  It  is  very  encouraging 
to  hear  these  women  on  their  way  to  the  wells  for  water, 
talking  over  the  verses  and  Bible  stories  and  asking  each 
other  questions  from  the  easy  catechism,  instead  of  their 
customary  gossip  and  idle  talk." 

Miss  M.  M.  Root's  18  Bible  women  are  doing  work  in 
G3  villages,  having  added  5  new  ones  during  the  year. 
The  total  number  of  pupils  is  700.  She  writes  that  "  The 
men  on  the  whole  do  not  oppose  as  much  as  formerly, 
though  there  are  still  those  who  refuse  to  allow  their  wives 
to  read.  One  of  the  women  in  a  recent  report  says, — 'The 
general  idea  of  the  heathen  in  regard  to  the  Bible 
women's  work  is  that  whatever  house  is  entei'ed  by  a  Bible 
woman  the  family  god  of  that  house  deserts  it.  By  this 
they  almost  realize  that  Christ  is  greater  than  their  gods/ 
A  man  noticed  a  woman  reading  a  little  book  of  Scripture 
selections  called  'Angels  Message'  and  advised  her  not 
to  read  it,  because  the  words  Jesus  and  Christ  are  found 
therein.  Ho  said  the  family  goddess  would  leave  if  she 
did.  The  woman  replied  '  If  she  goes  away  let  her  go, 
she  is  not  a  goddess.  TTie  true  God  alone  created  us. 
Our  men  will  let  their  women  go  to  the  dramas  where  ugly 
words  are  spoken,  but  will  not  allow  them  to  read  these 
books  that  contain  good  instruction.'  "  A  new  and  in- 
teresting feature  of  her  work  is  the  itineracy  which  Miss 
Root  is  just  beginning.  Late  iu  the  year  she  was  furnished 


with  a  tent  and  had  one  itineracy  of  seven  days,  visiting 
12  villages  and  preaching  to  about  600  hearers. 

Miss  Swift  also  has  a  tent  and  made  tvro  itineracies 
during  the  year.  In  her  report  we  also  see  the  develop- 
ment of  this  work.  She  writes  as  follows  i — "  Within  four 
years  the  number  of  pupils  has  more  than  trebled.  The 
missionary  lady  at  Madura  in  1867  counted  it  a  great 
opportunity  when  invited  to  one  house  to  instruct  the 
women.  Now  we  cannot  meet  the  demands  for  teachers  and 
are  forced  to  refuse  many  pupils.  We  have  also  dropped 
quite  a  number  of  the  older  pupils,  although  they  would 
be  glad  to  continue  with  us,  in  order  to  properly  care  for 
the  newer  ones  who  are  coming  to  us.  4,310  separate 
houses  have  been  visited  during  the  year,  014  of  which  be- 
long to  those  of  our  regular  pupils.  A  total  of  1,724  have 
studied  under  our  direction.  Three  Bible  women  are 
rendering  assistance  to  the  pastors  of  the  city  churches, 
receiving  their  support  from  the  churches  and  have  ]3roved 
themselves  valuable"  aids.  One  of  them  has  frequently 
visited  a  suburb  of  Madura  with  the  pastor's  wife,  and  nine 
persons  have  united  with  the  church  as  the  result  of  their 
work.  One  is  conducting  a  Sunday  School  for  the  Mill 
employees,  and  others  are  holding  neighborhood  prayer 
meetings  in  Hindu  homes  on  Sunday.  There  are  22  such 
places  where  we  may  hold  meetings.  As  I  see  these 
women  in  their  homes  and  gain  some  comprehension  of  the 
forces  at  work  to  influence  their  lives,  the  wonder  is,  not 
that  none  do  not  openly  confess  Christ,  but  that  they  will 
permit  us  to  come  to  them  at  all  and  talk  so  freely  of  their 
sin  and  their  need  of  a  Saviour.  When  I  sit  beside  a 
Hindu  woman  in  her  home  and  enter  into  her  circumstan- 
ces, with  an  understanding  of  her  environment  it  seems  a 
wonderful  thing  for  her  to  tell  me  with  the  utmost  earnest- 
ness that  she  no  longer  visits  the  temple,  nor  worships  any 
idol,  nor  wears  the  marks  of  any  god  upon  her  forehead, 
but  puts  her  whole  trust  in  Jesus.  And  when  her  love  of 
prayer  and  responsiveness  to  Scripture  teaching  prove  the 
truth  of  what  she  says,  we  truly  rejoice  in  her  as  one  alive 
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from  the  dead.  Such  incidents  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 
I  have  kept  one  afternoon  a  week  when  Hindu  girls  and 
women  might  come  to  me  and  find  me  at  home.  A  mono- 
those  who  recently  came  is  a  woman  who  loves  to  tell  of 
God's  leading  and  Christ's  love  and  tenderness  to  her  in  the 
midst  of  many  terrible  trials  and  afflictions.  A  Brahman 
widow  sat  beside  me  for  an  hour  to  tell  me  of  the  folly 
and  wickedness  all  about  her  and  of  her  deliverance  from 
it  through  Christ.  She  said,  '  if  I  may  have  my  Bible  I 
want  no  other  food.  I  could  read  it  all  day  long  and  care 
for  nothing  else/  A  young  widow  accompanied  by  her 
mother  appeared  at  my  door  a  few  nights  since.  She  had 
long  been  shut  up  in  her  house  and  T  was  greatly  delighted 
to  see  her.  '  How  were  you  able  to  get  away  from  home?  ' 
was  my  first  question.  She  answered  'It  has  been  so 
long  since  I  had  prayer  in  my  house,  and  I  was  so  hungry 
to  hear  something  more  about  the  Lord  that  I  thought  I 
must  come  to  you.  So  I  told  the  people  in  the  house  I 
was  going  to  visit  God  and  they  thought  I  was  going  to 
Minatchi's  temple  and  let  me  go.'  And  so  we  got  our  Bible 
and  spent  an  hour  which  was  truly  like  a  visit  to  God,  in 
the  fellowship  of  Chi'ist." 

(b)  Itineracy. —  There  have  been  41  itineracies  held 
during  the  year,  2,557  different  villages  have  been  visited 
and  167,902  persons  have  heard  the  gospel  message.  This 
represents  a  deal  of  hard  work  and  many  earnest  appeals. 
The  true  design  of  the  itineracy  is  to  do  evangelistic 
work  in  remote  sections,  which  are  not  reached  in  our  ordi- 
nary work.  And  this  design  we  adhere  to  in  a  large  mea- 
sure. But  we  also  use  it  as  a  means  of  strengthening  and 
encouraging  catechists  and  Christians  in  distant  places, 
who  suffer  from  a  sense  of  isolation  on  account  of  their 
fewness  compared  with  the  mighty  hosts  of  Hindus  about 
them.  Mr.  Holton  remarks  that,  "One  good  feature  of  the 
itineracy  is  the  stimulus  and  encouragement  it  gives  to  our 
scattered  brethren  in  the  distant  villages,  to  have  a  body 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  Christian  workers  come  to  tarry  with 
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thera  for  a  night  or  two  and  to  shew  others  that  they  are 
not  utterly  friendless.  In  some  of  the  remoter  villages 
where  there  are  church  members,  it  is  only  upon  such 
occasions  that  they  can  enjoy  the  privilege  of  coming  to 
the  Lord's  table  or  of  having  their  children  baptized.  An- 
other benefit  is  the  good  that  the  helpers  themselves  re- 
ceive from  being  thrown  together  in  most  earnest  evangel- 
istic work  for  others,  with  all  local  cares  and  responsibili- 
ties thrown  off.  And  it  allows  the  missionary,  if  he  is  so 
fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  get  away  from  other  duties  and 
come  with  them,  the  privilege  of  living  in  the  most  inti- 
mate and  informal  relations  with  his  agents  and  brothers. 
He  sees  them  at  their  best  and  it  gives  him  a  neAv  hope  of 
India's  redemption.  He  gets  away  from  all  considera- 
tions of  repairs,  salaries,  loans,  debts;  and  together  they 
are  able  to  study  the  mind  of  the  Master  and  His  way  o£ 
meeting  conditions  and  individuals  similar  to  existing 
ones."  Mr.  Holton  takes  an  hour  for  Bible  study  with 
his  men  at  midday.  He  uses  the  scioptieon  in  the  night 
preaching  and  says  that  "  When  he  comes  to  the  scenes 
of  Christ's  arrest,  trial,  crucifixion,  death  and  burial  there 
is  always  a  perceptible  hush  that  falls  upon  any  moving 
and  whispering  members  of  the  crowd,  and  an  attention 
amounting  almost  to  reverence." 

Dr.  Chester  has  this  work  thoroughly  systematized. 
Only  Bix  men  engage  in  each  itineracy  and  they  are  select- 
ed from  the  vicinity  of  the  ground  to  be  gone  over.  They 
work  five  days  iu  the  week  and  then  go  to  their  villages 
for  Sunday  services  and  return  on  Monday  again  to  the 
tent.  Two  weeks  in  each  month,  except  in  the  rainy  sea- 
son, are  thus  spent.  Mr.  Hazen  writes  that,  "  In  the  Man- 
dapasalai  Station  four  itineracies  were  held  during  the 
year,  one  in  each  pastorate,  the  missionary,  pastor,  and 
catechists  of  that  pastorate  only  going  at  a  time.  The 
work  was  most  delightful.  We  saw  the  good  side  of  our 
workers  and  peopie.  We  were  able  to  draw  unusually 
near  to  the  Master  and  hence  got  nearer  to  the  people. 
The  respectful  and  sometimes  earnest   attention  of  the 


24 


Hindus  to  our  preaching  was  noteworthy.  There  was  a 
solemnity  in  our  audiences,  sometimes  a  hush,  that  greatly 
impressed  us.  Indeed  some  sections  seemed  so  ripe  for 
the  gospel  that  if  we  had  several  men  of  prayer,  full  of 
faith  and  the  Holy  Ohost,  to  put  into  the  field  we  feel  con- 
fident that  a  great  harvest  would  be  the  result.  In  one 
village  where  there  had  been  no  Christians  up  to  that  time, 
67  persons  decided  to  join  us.  We  took  their  names,  organ- 
ized them  into  a  congregation,  and  have  given  them  a 
catechist.  The  people  of  two  or  three  other  villages  are 
almost  persuaded  and  could  be  won  if  we  only  had  the 
right  kind  of  a  man  to  follow  them  up.  "The  harvest  is 
great,  but  laborers  are  few "  and  the  means  very  inade- 
quate. 

(c)  Street  Preaching. — This  is  done  at  nearly,  if  not  all 
the  statiou  centres.  The  missionary,  pastor,  catechists,  and 
teachers  go  together  to  designated  places.  Often  the 
boarding  school  boys  assist  in  the  singing  at  such  time. 
Mr.  Hazen  writes :  "  In  Arupukottai  we  have  engaged  in 
street  preaching  on  Saturday  nights  and  on  Sunday  after- 
noons.  In  the  night  preaching  we  were  often  stoned.  No 
one  was  hurt,  but  when  the  stones  began  to  fly  the  attention 
of  the  audience  could  no  longer  be  held  and  the  people  them- 
selves, through  fear,  would  begin  to  leave.  Hence  we 
have  changed  our  time  and  now  go  out  by  daylight  when 
no  one  ventures  to  molest  us.  On  Sunday  afternoon  while 
the  men  are  preaching  in  one  part  of  the  town,  the  Bible 
women,  headed  by  the  lady  missionary,  preach  in  another 
part.  They  have  gone  through  the  life  of  Christ  briefly, 
preaching  at  the  same  place  every  time.  The  subject  was 
illustrated  with  the  Picture  Roll.  The  audiences  were 
large  and  very  attentive." 

Madura  being  a  large  place  and  many  agents  to  assist, 
the  street  preaching  there  has  been  reduced  to  a  system. 
They  go  to  five  different  places  every  Tuesday  night,  sub- 
jects are  assigned  beforehand,  leaders  are  appointed,  and 
they  choose  their  assistants.    Mr.  Vaughan  writes  that  by 
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means  of  these  efforts  thousands  hear  the  gospel  every 
year.  As  a  rule  the  people  listen  quietly,  although  some- 
times there  is  trouble  and  stones  are  thrown. 

(tZ)  Christian  Literature. — The  American  Tract  and 
Bible  Societies  make  an  occasional  grant  of  money  by 
which  we  can  sell  Bibles  and  tracts  at  a  very  low  price. 
Also  the  Tract  Society  of  Madras  furnish  us  all  the  hand- 
bills gratis  that  we  can  use,  while  the  Christian  Literature 
Society  of  Madras  sell  at  a  small  price  most  excellent 
school  books,  which  are  pure  and  contain  moral  and  reli- 
gious truths,  scattered  here  and  there  through  them.  We 
have  sold  during  the  past  year  15,163  school  books,  scatter- 
ed broadcast  1.50,000  handbills,  and  sold  and  given  378 
Bibles,  256  New  Testaments,  and  3,166  portions  of  the 
Bible.  We  deem  it  a  blessed  thing  to  have  the  Word  of 
God,  which  is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  hands  of  the 
people.  It  is  preaching  daily,  silently,  and  powerfully. 
Even  as  the  sunshiue  in  the  spring  time  wakens  all  nature 
from  the  death  of  the  past  winter  to  a  new  life  of  energy 
aud  fruitbearing,  so  the  Word  of  God  o.  the  hands  of  the 
people  is  wakening  Indias  millions  to  life  from  the  dead. 


IV.    EDUCATIONAL  WORK. 

1.  Hindu  Girls'  Schools. — There  are  14  of  these  schools 
with  a  total  of  869  pupils  on  the  rolls.  Miss  Barker,  who 
has  charge  of  the  schools  in  Madura,  says :  "  The  parents 
are  quite  ready  to  take  their  daughters  out  of  school  if 
they  shew  the  least  interest  in  the  Bible  or  Christianity. 
One  girl  became  so  interested  in  th  Bible  that  she  would 
stay  after  school  often,  to  study  the  verses,  knowing  that  if 
she  carried  the  book  home  it  would  be  taken  from  her  by 
her  father,  who  saw  her  interest  and  objected  to  it."  Iu 
January  1896  the  Mohammedan  school  was  given  inU& 
Mrs.  Herrick's  charge.  She  writes  as  follows:  "From 
the  o  pening  of  the  school  the  difficulty  has  been  to  find  a 
Christian  teacher  who  could  speak  Hindustani.  During 
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the  first  five  months  of  the  year  that  difficulty  was  met 
by  asking  the  Bible  woman  to  spend  a  part  of  each  day  in 
the  school.  Formerly  the  manager  was  obliged  to  have 
the  Bible  lesson  given  in  Tamil,  which  was  of  little  use, 
especially  to  the  younger  children.  In  June  a  Christian 
girl,  a  convert  from  Mohammedanism,  joined  the  school 
as  pupil  teacher,  and  has  rendered  valuable  assistance. 
The  Mohammedan  teacher  has  been  doing  good  work,  and 
unlike  her  predecessors,  has  been  a  help  rather  than  a 
hindrance  at  the  time  of  the  Bible  lesson3.  There  are  45 
pupils  on  the  roll.  The  Sunday  School  is  as  well  attended 
as  the  weekday  sessions." 

2.    Village  Schools. — The  importance  of  these  schools 
is  very  great,  because  they  are  at  the  foundation  of  our 
entire  educational  system.    They   are  the  feeders  of  our 
Boarding  Schools,  College,  and  Seminary.    They  are  im- 
portant also  because  they  give  strength  and  permanence 
to  our  village  congregations.    "Without  them  most  of  our 
people  would  grow  up  in  ignorance,  would  consequently  bo 
weak  and  unstable,  in  one  word  Avould  be  children  all 
their  days.    In  the  early  days  of  the  mission  we  thought 
we  must  start  a  school  wherever  we  could,  that  it  might, 
if  possible,  become  the  nucleus  of  a  congregation  after- 
wards.   Hence  we  had  many  schools  without  a  Christian 
child  in  them,  and  where  there  was  net  a  Christian  in  the 
whole  village.    Thus  we  spent  much  time  and  money  in 
educating  Hindu  children.    But  the  time  for  that  sort  of 
thing  is  paot.    We  have  so  many  congregations  to  look 
after  and  their  children  are  in  such  urgent  ueed  of  educa- 
tion that  wo  need  to  devote  all  the  money,  time,  and 
strength  that  we  can  spare  from  other  things,  to  the  educa- 
tion of  these  Christian  children,  and  little  time  is  left  to 
devote  to  Hindu  children.    In  a  large  number  of  villages 
where  we  have  congregations,  there  is  no  school  what- 
ever except  ours.    We  cannot  afford  to  allow  our  children 
to  grow  up  in  ignorance.    They  must  be  educated  if  the 
next  generation  ia  to  be  strong  and  able  to  copo  with  the 
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mighty  forces  of  Hinduism.  Congregations  are  coming  to 
us  in  some  parts  of  the  field  faster  than  we  can  take  caro 
of  them-  They  are  asking  for  teachers  and  preachers 
more  than  we  are  able  to  supply.  Of  the  7,399  children 
in  the  mission  only  1,097  can  read.  If  we  allow  one- 
third  of  this  number  for  those  who  are  too  young  to  read, 
we  still  have  2,903  of  school-going  age,  who  are  utterly 
ignorant,  and  for  whom  there  is  no  excuse  except  the  lack 
of  money,  men,  and  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  pa- 
rents. In  view  of  all  this  wo  are  giving  up  Hindu  schools 
as  fast  as  possible  and  centering  all  our  strength  upon  the 
rising  generation  of  Christians.  Our  schools  are  first  for 
the  children  of  Christians,  but  if  Hindu  children  care  to 
come  we  gladly  welcome  them.  Dr.  Tracy  writes  :  "I 
have  no  schools  where  the  toacher  does  not  also  have  tho 
oversight  of  a  congregation.  But  for  tho  reductions  I 
should  have  opened  several  schools  in  congregations  where 
there  is  a  catechist,  but  where  the  congregation  is  too  largo 
to  bo  properly  looked  after,  if  an  efficient  school  is  also 
kept  by  the  catechist."  Dr.  Jones  writes,  "I  fail  to  seo 
the  need  or  advantage  of  establishing-  schools  in  purely 
Hindu  villages  in  the  Tirumangalam  Station,  Christianity 
being  sufficiently  established  there  to  devote  our  whole  time 
and  effort  to  villages  where  we  have  Christians.  Vdlago 
schools  are  a  strong  tonic  to  the  congregation  and  a  capital 
nursery  for  our  Cause.  They  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  development  of  a  self-respecting,  intelligent,  aggres- 
sive Christianity;  and  I  think  that  the  time  has  como 
when  we  should  insist  upon  a  larger  representation  of  our 
Christian  children  in  these  schools.  The  poverty  of  most 
of  our  village  Christians,  their  apathy  towards  education, 
and  the  help  which  children  of  school-going  age  can  ren- 
der towards  tho  support  of  the  family,  all  militate  against 
our  success  in  this  effort." 

Dr.  Chester  says  that,  "If  the  teacher  is  an  earnest  Christi" 
an  and  a  winner  of  souls,  he  has  a  wonderful  field  amontr  tho 
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children  and  their  parents  and  friends,  for  Christian  work. 
The  mission  village  schools,  under  proper  Christian  teach- 
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ers,  receive  and  reflect  a  deal  of  Christian  light."  We 
shall  all  agree  that  the  influence  of  a  school  for  Christ 
depends  upon  the  teacher.  If  he  is  a  godly  man  and  really 
in  earnest  in  saving  souls,  the  school  will  be  a  blessing, 
but  if  he  is  a  worldly  man  there  are  other  directions  in 
which  the  money  could  be  more  wisely  expended.  Our 
total  number  of  village  schools  is  134,  of  Christian  pupils 
in  them  841,  of  other  pupils  2,825,  total  3,665. 

8.  Boarding  Schools. — Whatever  may  be  said  for  or 
against  other  schools,  all  are  agreed  that  our  boarding 
schools  form  one  of  the  most  essential  and  hopeful  parts 
of  our  work.  All  speak  of  them  as  a  comfort  and  a  joy. 
In  the  village  life  there  is  neither  order,  system,  rule, 
neatness,  nor  purity  of  body,  mind,  or  heart.  In  our 
boarding  schools  we  insist  upon  all  these.  And  the  change 
which  comes  over  our  boys  and  girls  after  a  few  months' 
residence  in  the  school  is  very  noticeable.  Unwashed 
face  and  hands,  unkempt  hair,  scant  clothing  and  that 
guiltless  of  washing  for  weeks  together,  are  things  of  the 
past.  The  old,  dull,  listless  manner,  the  stubborn,  sulky 
way,  tho  filthy  conversation,  the  stealing,  lying,  and 
deception  are  all  exchanged  for  better  things.  When  these 
pupils  go  to  their  villages  in  vacation  time  the  people  are 
filled  with  admiration  at  their  improvement  and  become 
proud  of  them.  Best  of  all,  these  boys  and  girls  give 
their  hearts  to  the  Saviour  and  then  go  to  their  villages  to 
preach  to  their  neighbours,  who  look  on  in  wonder  at  such 
earnestness  in  those  of  such  tender  years. 

Our  most  reliable,  efficient,  and  faithful  agents,  male 
and  female,  are  those  who  have  had  the  careful,  judicious 
training  of  our  boarding  schools.  Coming  as  they  do  in- 
to close  and  daily  contact  with  the  missionary  at  this  for- 
mative period  of  their  lives,  leaves  an  impress  for  good 
that  time  and  trouble  cannot  efface. 

The  number  of  schools  is  7,  the  number  of  pupils  in 
them  335. 

Dr.  Chester  reports  religious  interest  in  both  schools  and 
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from  both  there  have  been  additions  to  the  church.  Mr. 
Holton  reports  his  school  in  a  most  satisfactory  state.  Sis 
of  the  pupils  have  united  with  the  church.  The  Arupukottai 
school  has  a  large  place  in  the  hearts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hazen.  Seven  of  the  scholars  joined  the  church  during 
the  year.  Mr.  Elwood  took  14  of  his  boys  to  the  evangel- 
istic services  held  by  Mr.  David  in  Madura  and  as  a  result, 
Beveral  were  converted  and  created  a  great  deal  of  interest 
among  the  others  after  their  return.  An  interesting  phase  of 
their  life  now  is  their  going  out  to  the  fields  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  primarily  for  exercise,  but  seldom  coming  back 
without  singing  and  prayer.  After  speaking  of  their  keen 
interest  iu  the  Bible  lessons  and  Christian  Endeavor 
meetings,  in  which  it  is  apparent  that  he  takes  real  pleas- 
ure in  his  school,  he  adds,  "After  the  last  meal  of  the  day 
is  over,  wheif  they  gather  in  the  school-room  and  lift  up 
their  voices  in  praise,  followed  by  the  low  murmur  of  prayer, 
one  cannot  help  feeling  thankful  for  the  privilege  of  having 
60  many  young  lives  here  in  this  quiet  place  to  receive  good 
influences  from  earth  and  blessed  influences  from  heaven." 

In  these  boarding  schools  no  caste  distinction  is  allow- 
ed. All  eat  together  and  sit  upon  the  same  bench  in  the 
recitation  room.  The  course  of  study  begins  with  the 
A.  B.  C.  in  most  of  the  schools  and  continues  about  five 
years.  When  finished  we  send  those  who  give  evidence 
of  piety  and  talents  to  Pasumalai,  if  they  are  boys,  or  to 
Madura  if  they  are  girls. 

We  now  proceed  to  speak  of 

SPECIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

At  Pasumalai  we  have  a  Middle  School,  High  School, 
College,  and  a  Normal  Training  Institution,  all  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Zumbro,  while  the  Theological  Seminary  is 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Jones. 

1.    PASUMALAI  COLLEGE  AND  TRAINING 
INSTITUTION. 
Mr.  Zumbro  speaks  in  warm  terms  of  the  farewell  meet- 
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ing  held  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Washburn,  on  the  30th  of  March, 
when  they  left  for  America.  There  was  Scripture  reading, 
prayer,  a  song  composed  for  the  occasion,  a  poem,  addresses 
with  a  gift  from  the  teachers  and  students,  a  response  from 
Dr.  Washburn  and  then  all  formed  into  a  procession  and 
accompanied  them  to  the  station,  where  good  bye  was  said 
and  then  teachers  and  students  returned  to  their  duties, 
realizing  how  much  all  would  miss  Dr.  Washburn's  coun- 
sels and  guidance  in  the  days  to  como. 

A  number  of  changes  in  the  teaching  staff  ha3  inter- 
fered somewhat  with  the  efficiency  of  the  school  during 
the  year.  Mr.  Zumbro  writes  as  follows: — "The  Lyceum 
connected  with  the  school  ha3  been  reorganized,  and  tha 
hour  of  meeting  changed.  All  the  exercises  are  conduct- 
ed in  English  and  membership  is  open  to  all  who  have 
passed  the  Fifth  Form.  The  training  which  they  get  by 
the  debates,  essays,  and  recitations  is  invaluable.  The 
teachers  encourage  the  students  by  their  presence  and  by 
participation  in  the  exercises. 

"The  Teachers  and  Principal  have  organized  a  'Teachers' 
Seminary,'  which  meets  once  a  month.  Its  object  is  to 
furnish  an  opportunity  for  the  teachers  to  meet  together 
to  discuss  the  problems  which  come  up  from  time  to  time  in 
connection  with  their  work,  to  study  the  history  of  educa- 
tion in  the  past,  its  present  problems  in  other  lands, 
and  to  consult  with  the  principal  concerning  the  general 
organization  and  work  of  the  school  and  the  progress 
of  the  students  in  the  several  classes.  A  paper  is  prepared 
by  one  of  the  teachers,  the  discussion  is  opened  by  another, 
and  then  there  is  a  general  debate. 

'•'The  average  attendance  for  the  year  in  the  entire 
institution  has  been  829,  a  gain  of  10  over  the  previous 
year.  The  Normal  school  remains  the  same,  the  College 
gains  9,  the  High  School  looses  22,  the  Lower  Secondary 
department  gains  8,  whilo  the  Primary  gains  21.  Tho 
loss  in  the  High  School  is  especially  to  be  regretted,  for 
it  is  men  of  this  grade  more  than  any  other  tha:  ars 


31 


urgently  needed  to  carry  on  the  substantial  work  of  tho 
mission  in  the  District. 

"The  average  number  of  mission  students  In  the  school 
daring  the  year  is  189,  the  number  of  non-mission  Christ- 
ian students  is  73,  the  number  of  Hindu  students  is  Co, 
and  the  total  Dumber  of  students  attending  Pasumalai  for 
the  first  time  is  123. 

"The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  students  going 
up  from  the  various  departments  to  the  examinations  in 
December  1895,  and  the  number  passed:  — 
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"Final  examinations  in  India  are  all  conducted  by  ex- 
aminers apart  from  the  school  in  which  the  pupil  has  been 
studying.  The  University  examines  students  of  the  Matri- 
culation grade  and  above,  while  the  Commissioner  of  Civil 
Service,  and  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  arrange 
for  the  others.  As  examinations  go  in  this  country,  the 
above  shows  a  satisfactory  result  in  the  Training  School, 
much  better  than  the  average  for  the  Presidency  in  the 
College  classes,  just  the  average  in  the  Matriculation  class, 
and  a  fair  result  in  the  Third  Form,  or  Lower  Second- 
ary department. 

"  As  the  College  brings  together  those  who,  in  the 
future,  are  to  be  the  leaders  in  the  Christian  work  of  tho 
mission,  it  is  a  matter  of  no  small  importance  that  the 
school  should  maintain  as  high  a  standard  of  Christian 
life  as  possible,    While  this  is  far  from  being  all  that 
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could  be  desired,  there  has  however  been  manifested  a 
religious  earnestness  and  growth  which  is  hopeful  for  the 
future.  Early  in  the  year  a  number  of  students  and  teach- 
ers attended  the  conference  of  the  Student  Volunteer 
Movement  at  Madras  and  were  not  only  helped  themselves, 
but  returned  to  help  others,  and  spread  the  influence  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  who  was  present  there. 

"Twelve  students  from  the  College  have  united  with  the 
church  during  the  year. 

"  The  College  felt  to  a  marked  extent,  the  result  of  the 
meetings  held  by  Mr.  David  during  the  September  meet- 
ing, and  there  has  been  a  stronger  and  deeper  current 
of  Christianity  since.  Perhaps  the  best  proof  of  this  is 
seen  in  the  increased  interest  in  the  study  of  the  Bible, 
and  in  greater  faithfulness  in  public  and  private  devo- 
tions. Most  of  the  Christian  teachers  have  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  moral  welfare  of  the  students,  and  a 
number  of  the  older  students  have  manifested  a  commend- 
able zeal  in  this  matter. 

"It  has  not  been  possible  for  the  Principal  to  give  that 
personal  attention  to  each  student,  which  is  so  desir- 
able in  a  school  of  this  kind,  and  here  again  the  presence 
and  influence  of  Dr.  and  Mis.  Washburn  have  been  miss- 
ed. In  a  land  like  this  where  there  is  so  much  in  the  life 
of  the  people  which  is  degrading  and  mean,  I  cannot 
help  feeling  that  one  of  the  very  best  things  which  these 
mission  schools  can  do,  is  to  furnish  a  purer  and  holier 
atmosphere  in  which  the  youth  of  the  land  may  grow 
up  into  Christian  manhood  and  womanhood. 

"  Aside  from  the  Sunday  School  and  twenty  minutes 
assigned  for  Bible  reading  in  the  morning,  one  half  hour 
each  day  for  five  days  in  the  week,  is  devoted  to  Bible 
study  in  every  department  and  in  all  classes  in  the  school. 
Eight  students  who  appeared  for  the  Peter  Cator  Ex- 
amination in  1895  passed  the  examination,  and  a  class  of 
twelve  appeared  for  the  examination  in  November  of  this 
year.   Aside  from  the  Peter  Cator  classes,  the  other  classes 
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have  studied  principally  ia  the  Gospels  and  the  Acts 
of  the  Apostles. 

"The  Young  Men's  Chkistian  Association  connected  with 
the  Institution  maintains  a  prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday 
and  Sunday  evenings.  The  attendance  at  the  Wednesday 
evening  meeting  has  averaged  about  two-thirds  of  the 
Christian  students  and  a  number  of  the  teachers,  while  the 
Sanday  evening  meeting  has  been  attended  by  practi- 
cally all  of  the  Christian  students  and  several  of  the 
teachers.  The  Association  supports  an  evangelist,  who 
lives  in  a  village  a  short  distance  out.  A  day  school  with 
an  attendance  of  35  has  grown  up,  which  is  taught  by  the 
evangelist's  wife,  when  he  is  out  at  work  among  the  vil- 
lages. They  have  also  a  flourishing  night  school.  The 
members  of  the  Association  are  much  interested  in  this 
work  and  sometimes  assist  in  the  Sunday  services.  The 
receipts  of  the  Association  for  the  year  are  over  Rs.  1 00. 
They  have  a  limited  supply  of  papers  and  books  for 
Sunday  reading. 

"The  following  is  the  Daily  Programme  of  the  school. 
In  the  morning  at  5.30  the  monitors,  with  a  clap  of  the 
hands,  wake  the  boys,  and  after  a  short  prayer  together, 
they  go  and  wash  their  cups  and  place  thera  in  the  dining 
hall,  ready  for  the  cooks  to  fill  with  food  for  the  morn- 
ing meal.  At  6.25  the  bell  rings  for  Bible  reading,  and 
all  the  boys  who  live  in  the  dormitories  go  to  the  college 
hall,  where  after  a  song  and  brief  prayer,  they  spend  20 
minutes  in  reading  the  Bible.  They  are  dismissed  with 
prayer,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  bell  rings  for  break- 
fast. Breakfast  over,  the  boys  assemble  on  the  veran- 
dah of  Washburn  Hall,  thence  all  march  to  the  church 
for  morning  prayer  with  the  teachers.  After  this  about 
20  minutes  are  spent  in  singing,  led  by  one  of  the  teach- 
ers, and  then  they  go  to  their  various  classrooms  for  pre- 
paration of  their  lessons  until  the  bell  rings  for  classes  to 
begin  their  work.  Class  work  begins  at  10  a.m.  The  first 
hour  of  the  day  is  devoted  to  English,  and  from  11  to 
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11.30  there  is  Bible  study  throughout  the  school.  At 
12.30  there  is  a  recess  for  one  hour,  during  which  the 
students  take  their  noon-day  meal.  There  is  class  work 
in  the  afternoon  from  1.30  to  4.30,  when  all  the  school  as- 
sembles in  the  hall  for  a  song  and  prayer,  which  closes 
the  school  work  for  the  day.  The  gymnastic  classes  then 
take  up  work  for  two  hours,  and  after  the  evening  meal, 
all  assemble  again  in  the  hall  where  they  engage  in  study 
until  9  p.m.,  when  they  retire.  All  are  required  to  be  in 
bed  not  later  than  9.30. 

"The  South-Fold  Hostel. — About  24  students  have 
found  a  home  in  the  Hostel  during  the  year,  all  the 
rooms  being  occupied,  and  a  number  of  rooms  having 
two  occupants.  The  students  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments for  living  here,  managing  their  affairs  through  a 
committee,  while  one  of  the  Hindu  teachers  gives  valuable 
assistance  in  seeing  that  everything  runs  smoothly.  Those 
who  occupy  the  Hostel  are  young  men  who  appreciate  the 
opportunities  of  the  school,  and  are  here  for  study  rather 
than  having  a  good  time.  They  pay  about  Ks.  7  per  month 
for  board. 

"The  Yokan  Lodge. — This  beautiful  building,  completed 
and  dedicated  last  year,  has  been  occupied  to  its  fullest 
capacity  this  year,  a  number  of  applications  having  to 
be  refused.  It  is  a  great  advantage  to  these  Christian 
boys  to  have  a  quiet  room  where  they  can  live  and  prose- 
cute their  work,  and  most  of  the  occupants  of  the  rooms 
have  shown  by  their  conduct  that  they  are  not  insensible 
of  the  privileges  they  enjoy. 

"The  Boarding  Department. — This  has  averaged  about 
225  for  the  year,  including  a  few  Hindu  students,  who 
board  in  the  school  along  with  the  Christian  boys.  To 
manage  successfully  a  boarding  school,  where  225  boys 
must  be  supplied  daily  with  food,  is  always  a  difficult 
problem,  and  doubly  so  to  inexperienced  hands.    One  dim- 
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culty  is  in  getting  competent  cooks  to  do  the  work.  The 
cooks  are  villagers  who  are  taken  from  other  occu- 
pations, and  it  is  not  surprising  if  they  do  not  always 
prepare  the  food  to  the  best  advantage.  A  trained  cook 
at  the  head  of  the  kitchen  is  needed,  for  in  this  land  as 
elsewhere,  the  food  which  the  people  eat  and  its  pre- 
paration, is  an  important  item  in  their  well-being.  Once 
the  cooks  seemed  to  get  tired  of  their  life  here  and  in  the 
darkness  of  night  all  but  one  disappeared.  The  boys 
found  themselves  in  the  rather  novel  position  the  next 
morning  of  having  to  go  to  work  and  prepare  their  own 
food  or  do  without,  and  enough  aided  so  that  the  morning, 
meal  was  ready  only  a  little  later  than  usual.  The  cost 
of  the  food  consumed  during  the  year  by  the  school  was- 
Es.  4,000,  not  including  the  cost  of  preparation  or  service. 
22,808  measures  of  rice  (over  1,000  bushels)  were  con- 
sumed. 

"Health. — The  health  of  the  school  has  proved  more 
satisfactory  than  last  year.  Fever  and  dysentery,  which 
are  the  two  great  foes  to  the  people,  have  not  prevailed 
to  any  extent  and  there  have  not  been  many  cases  of  severe 
sickness.  Death  has  taken  two  of  our  number  during  the 
year,  but  both  died  away  from  Pasumalai. 

"Vocal  Music. — Instruction  in  vocal  music  has  been  kept 
np  during  the  year,  all  of  the  students  remaining  for 
practice  for  20  minutes  in  the  church,  after  morning 
prayers,  four  days  in  the  week.  There  has  also  been 
practice  for  a  selected  number  of  boys  in  the  afternoon, 
after  the  general  work  of  the  school  was  over. 

"Gymnastic  Exercise,  has  been  kept  up  regularly  and 
efficiently. 

"The  Library  has  received  a  complete  set  of  'Butler's 
Bible  Work/  the  gift  of  a  generous  friend  of  the  College, 
who  has  often  helped  it  in  times  past.  A  few  other 
books  have  been  added. 
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"  Buildings. — The  excellent  buildings  erected  by  Dr. 
Washburn  supply  the  immediate  needs  of  the  institution, 
bat  one  for  a  library  and  reading  room  is  much  needed. 
Such  a  building,  if  well  supplied  with  books  and  periodi- 
cals, would  prove  a  great  blessing  to  the  students. 

"Income  and  Expenditure. — There  have  been  received  as 
fees  for  the  year  Es.  4,463,  of  which  Rs.  3,805  was  from 
boarders,  and  Rs.  655  from  day  scholars.  This  is  not  a 
large  sum,  considering  that  from  it  225  boys  had  to  be  fed, 
still  it  is  considerable  as  coming  from  a  constituency  such  as 
we  have  in  India,  and  shows  something  of  their  apprecia- 
tion of  education  and  their  desire  to  have  their  children 
secure  its  blessings.  The  grant  to  the  school  from  the 
American  Board  was  Rs.  6,500.  This  is  a  generous  sum, 
coming  as  the  gift  of  one  people  to  another,  half  the  circle 
of  the  globe  from  it,  and  only  related  to  it  by  the  ties  of  a 
common  brotherhood  in  Christ.  The  income  from  the  endow- 
ment of  the  school,  which  this  year  has,  for  the  first  time, 
become  available  for  use,  has  amounted  to  Rs.  923-15-0. 

"  Donations  from  friends  in  America  amount  to 
Rs.  2,971-7-4.  Government  grants  to  all  departments 
Rs.  1,987-4-8.  For  all  these  sums  we  feel  deeply  grateful. 
The  lack  of  any  one  of  them  would  have  made  it  impos- 
sible for  the  school  to  continue  its  work  during  the  year. 
To  friends  at  home  we  are  doubly  grateful  for  help  not 
withheld  during  a  year  of  exceptional  difficulty  there. 
The  generous  contribution  of  Williams  College  of  $401.70, 
received  in  the  most  critical  time  of  the  year,  enabled  the 
Principal  to  tear  up  a  letter  already  written  to  the  Secre- 
tary at  Boston,  stating  the  situation  and  asking  for  advice, 
and  in  its  stead  writing  another  letter  of  thanksgiving 
for  help  which  enabled  the  school  to  go  through  the  year 
without  cutting  off  any  department. 

"With  thanksgiving  to  God  for  many  mercies,  and 
gratitude  to  friends  for  needed  help,  I  close  a  year, 
which  to  inexperienced  hands,  has  been  in  some  ways  a 
trying  one,  but  which  has  also  been  full  of  blessiag  and 
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of  hope.  Missions  have  long  since  passed  beyond  the 
sentimental  stage,  if  indeed  they  ever  passed  through 
such  a  stage,  and  the  work  of  the  missionary  must  be 
planned  for  wisely  and  prayerfully,  worked  out  persistently, 
and  is  in  the  end  sure  of  success.  To  go  to  a  people  little 
advanced  from  where  they  were  three  thousand  years  ago, 
and  attempt  to  carry  them  forward  to  a  position  along 
with  the  foremost  nations  of  the  world,  in  these  closing 
days  of  the  nineteenth  century,  is  no  small  task.  What 
wonder  that  it  cannot  all  be  done  in  a  day !  There  is 
nothing  in  the  mere  nature  of  the  work  to  make  it  sure  of 
success.  Here  as  elsewhere,  hard,  faithful,  and  intelligent 
work,  and  that  alone,  will  bring  the  desired  results. 
That  this  school,  planted  and  largely  supported  by  friends 
at  home,  may  have  a  still  larger  part  in  this  good  work, 
enriching  the  lives  of  both  those  who  give  and  of  those 
who  receive,  is  my  hope  and  prayer." 

2.    THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  good  effect  of  this  institution  is  seen  in  the  fact  that 
in  one  station  at  least  there  is  a  demand  for  men  trained 
in  the  Seminary.  When  one  man  graduated,  four  congre- 
gations asked  for  his  services.  Dr.  Jones  reports  as 
follows: — "The  present  year  has  been  one  of  hard  work 
and  fair  prosperity  in  the  Seminary.  The  general  health 
of  the  students  and  teachers  has  been  exceptionally  good 
and  their  studies  have,  in  consequence,  been  carried  on 
without  interruption.  The  examinations  show  that  they 
have  worked  faithfully.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able 
to  report  that,  during  the  five  years  in  which  I  have  been 
in  charge  of  the  institution,  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  sus- 
pect any  student  of  wilful  neglect  of  studies.  The  dan- 
ger has  been  the  other  way,  of  working  too  hard,  or  at 
least  of  devoting  themselves  too  exclusively  to  their 
books  and  too  little  to  physical  exercise.  In  this  latter 
respect  also  I  notice  an  improvement,  and  am  glad  to  see  a 
growing  interest  and  pleasure  in  games  and  field  exercises, 
which  arc  urged  upon  them. 
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u  The  wives  of  the  students,  of  whom  there  are  fifteen, 
show  increasing  and  gratifying  interest  in  their  studies, 
which  continue  two  hours  daily.  This  has  not  been  easy, 
as  nearly  all  of  them  have  children  and  are  cumbered  with 
household  cares  and  duties.  These  regular  studies  must 
prove  helpful  to  them  in  their  future  work.  I  regret  that 
the  urgent  necessity  of  this  work  is  so  great  in  certain 
cases  among  the  women.  There  are  five  of  them  who  could 
not  read  their  Bibles  when  they  came  here,  and  had  to  be 
taught  separately  like  children.  "When  it  is  remembered 
that  these  women  were  married  after  the  rule  was  made 
by  the  mission,  forbidding  the  marriage  of  our  mission 
agents  to  illiterate  women  ;  and  when  it  is  further  known 
that  nearly  all  of  them  are  married  to  bright  and  fairly 
well  educated  men,  the  fact  must  be  considered  a  sad  one 
and  the  prospect  for  the  families'  usefulness  not  bright. 
It  is  a  question  whether  men  married  to  such  women 
should  have  their  education  extended  at  mission  expense. 

"The  general  studies  of  the  institution  are  much  the  same 
as  formerly,  English  only  being  added  for  two  hours 
weekly,  for  those  who  are  prepared  to  contiuue  their  study 
in  that  language.  Mrs.  Jones  conducts  this  study,  and  has 
also  conducted  a  sewing  class  for  the  women  during  the 
year. 

"  The  scheme  of  studies  is  as  follows  : — 
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"  A  class  of  six  was  graduated  during  the  year.  Other 
members  of  the  class  fell  out  earlier,  one  of  whom  was 
ordained  to  the  Christian  ministry  last  year.  The  young 
men  were  all  earnest  and  promising,  and  went  back  to  their 
respective  stations  and  are  doing,  I  have  no  doubt,  good 
work.  One  however,  aud  one  of  the  most  hopeful  and  pro- 
mising in  the  class,  was  accidentally  drowned  within  a 
month  from  his  graduation.  It  was  a  sad  blow  to  all  of 
us  who  knew  him  and  had  learned  to  love  him  aud  to  ex- 
pect great  things  from  him  for  Christ.  A  new  class  of  nine 
men  was  received  the  first  of  July.  This  brought  up  the 
number  to  24. 

"  In  past  years  I  advocated  the  policy  of  receiving  among 
the  students  a  good  percentage  of  those  who  had  been  en- 
gaged already  in  mission  service  as  teachers  and  catechists. 
My  desire  in  this  respect  has  been  more  than  realized,  with 
the  result  that  nearly  all  of  the  present  body  of  students 
have  come  here  from  mission  service,  and  not  from  mission 
schools  direct.  The  tendency  is  towards  the  entire  elimi- 
nation of  students  fresh  from  other  departments.  This 
is  unfortuuate,  since  it  adds  much  to  our  expenses  ;  for 
nearly  all  those  who  come  here  from  mission  service  are 
married  and  have  families  to  support.  It  also  tends  to 
reduce  the  scholarship  below  what  it  otherwise  might  be. 
The  average  age  of  those  received  this  year  is  26,  and  the 
average  length  of  previous  service  is  5  years. 

"In  order  to  improve  the  singing  in  our  village  congre- 
gations, violin  instruction  has  bean  continued  during  the 
year. 

"The  spiritual  life  of  the  students  has  been  our  constant 
care ;  and  I  believe  that  satisfactory  evidence  of  growth 
has  not  been  wanting.  In  addition  to  the  work  in  the 
classroom  and  our  ordinary  prayer  meetings,  this  spirit 
and  life  have  been  fostered  by  weekly  prayer  meetings 
among  the  students  themselves.  The  influence  of  the 
September  meetings,  especially  of  Mr.  David's  efforts, 
wa3  marked  upon  most  of  the  students ;  some  of  them 
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from  that  day  revealing  a  new  life  and  revivad  interest  in 
their  studies  and  work. 

"With  a  view  to  their  social  advancement  and  to  tho 
general  broadenicg  of  their  horizon,  vve  have  continued, 
during  the  year,  the  Monday  evening  gat/hei-in/  at  our 
"bungalow,  when  all  the  students  com.1  and  farticipate 
in  conversation  and  discussion  about  the  leading  events 
which  have  transpired  in  the  world  during  the  week.  Once 
a  month  this  is  varied  by  a  simple  tea  party,  followed  by 
games  and  other  means  of  amusing  and  interesting  them. 
I  believe  that  these  weekly  and  monthly  occasions  are 
much  appreciated,  and  I  trust  that  they  may  not  be  with- 
out some  influence  in  broadening  their  vision  and  extend- 
ing their  sympathies. 

"The  village  work  of  the  students  on  Sunday  has  been 
given  up,  as  it  tended  to  interfere  with  the  quiet  and  rest 
of  the  Sabbath,  which  all  needed.  It  also  too  frequently 
robbed  the  students  and  teachers  of  the  privilege  of  religi- 
ous services  in  the  house  of  God.  Instead  of  this  wo  now 
devote  nearly  all  of  eae-h  Wednesday  afternoon  and  even- 
ing to  village  work.  The  students  are  divided  into  two 
parties,  each  parry  having  four  subdivisions.  The  parries 
weekly  alternate  between  afternoon  preaqliing  and  magic 
lantern  services.  The  latter  continue  as  popular  and  useful 
as  ever.  Each  party  also  takes  with  r;t  several  large  Biole 
pictures  of  the  Sunday  School  picture  rolls,  by  show.ng 
which  they  always  can  draw  and  instruct  their  audiences. 

"During  the  year  also  three  itinencies  have  been  con- 
ducted, continuing  in  the  aggregate,  twenty-five  days.  By 
means  of  these  and  of  our  weekly  villago  preaching  no 
fewer  than  50,000  people  have  heard  tii.e  gospel.  One  of 
the  itineracies  was  conducted  for  twelve  days  in  J,une,  just 
before  the  opening  of  the  Seminary  year.  Upon  thi3 
occasion  there  was  a  party  of  over  twenty  preachers  at 
work.  They  addressed  over  25,000  souls  and  covered 
thoroughly  in  their  "journeyings  an  area  of  150  square  miles. 
This  was  mostly  in  the  region  of  thief  caste  villages, 
among  a  people  who  are  notoriously  ignorant,  superstitious> 
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"bigoted  and  lawless.    Throughout  a  part  of  this  region,  it 

is  said  that  no  preacher's  voice  had  been  heard  for  at 
least  thirty  yens.  And  yet  we  generally  found  among 
this  people  a  respectful  attention.  Our  audiences  were 
generally  large  and  their  appreciation  of  the  magic  lantern 
services  were  specially  marked.  In  one  respect  our  cam- 
paign was  very  opportaue.  It  was  just  at  the  time  when 
the  people  of  this  caste  were  being  driven  out  of  their 
homes  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  district  by  the  other 
castes,  who  had  grown  desperate  on  account  of  their  fre- 
quent robberies  and  petty  tyrannies.  Many  of  these  miser- 
able families  were  joining  these  villages  in  distress  wlale 
we  were  staying  among  them  ;  and  the  whole  tribe  was  evi- 
dently in  great  trepidation  lest  they  all  might  be  driven 
oat  of  the  couutry.  Not  a  few  craved  onr  sympathy,  some 
asking  whether  they  miybt  not  escape  their  troubles  by 
becoming  Christians.  Their  agitation  gave  us  a  good 
opportunity  to  address  them  and  to  show  them  that  all 
their  troubles  were  the  result  of  their  past  evil  conduct, 
which  might  be  traced  to  the  evil  character  given  to  their 
caste  idol,  Karupasamy.  In  these  annual  itineracies, 
when  so  many  preaci.e'  3  are  together,  it  is  possible  and 
even  necessary  to  work  the  field  more  thoroughly  than 
with  a  smaller  force,  some  villages  being  visited  by  five 
different  parties  during  the  three  days  encampment.  It 
was  interesung  to  find  that  even  into  these  regress  some 
Christian  teachers  had  gone  and  established  schools  of 
their  ovvn  among  these  illiterate  people.  Two  of  them  let 
their  light  shine  and  bore  testimony  for  Christ  amorg  the 
heathen.  It  was  a  revelation  to  me  of  what  :»ay  be  possible 
in  the  near  future,  when  as  a  result  of  educating  so  many 
'  Christian  young  men,  hundreds  of  them  may  go  forth 
into  all  the  surrounding  districts,  establishin;r  private 
schools  and  thus  becomiug  centres  of  Christian  light  unto 
those  who  sit  iu  darkness. 

"The  Seminary  library  has  received  small  but  substantial 
additions  during  the  year,  and  I  am  grateful  for  gifts  of 
.saew  and  old  books  for  the  graduating  students,,  from  Bos- 


ton  and  from  the  American  Tract  Society.  We  have  also 
added  a  neyr  and  larger  set  of  ra  tps  for  the  use  of  the 
Seminary.  These  were  much  needed  and  are  highly 
appreciated.  !  feel  very  grateful  to  all  friends  for  their 
assistance  IB  carrying  on  this  work.  We  mourn  ;he  death 
of  one  of  ihe»e  supporters,  Mrs.  Wdliams  of  Montreal; 
woo  so  ge;:erou  ly  helped  an  pay iug  the  expenses  of  tho 
*  M0ntre.1l  Cla^s,'  and  who  passed  £way  unto  her  rest 
above  seventy  years  of  age.  That  our  good  friend  Mrs. 
Clii'-ds  and  she  should,  at  this  age,  have  undertaken  such 
a  work  as  the  support  of  this  class^  is  a  most  interesting 
and  encouraging  fact/' 

3.    THE  MADURA  GIRLS'  TRAINING  SCHOOL. 

This  is  the  largest  and  most  important  school  for  girls  in 
the  District,  being  the  only  one  which  trains  teachers,  or 
prepares  girls  for  the  Lower  Secondary  Examination,  that 
is,  the  entrance  examination  to  the  High  School.  Miss 
Noyes  writes  as  follows: — '"The  total  number  of  pupils  has 
been  195,  about  twenty  more  than  list  year  The  increase 
has  been  entirely  in  day  scholars,  as  our  accommodations  do 
not  allow  us  to  admit  more  than  about  120  as  boarders. 
Most  of  the  d:iy  scholars  and  a  number  of  the  boarders  form 
a  large  Primary  department,  which  serves  both  as  a  Station 
school  for  Madura  and  vicinity,  and  a  Practicing  school 
for  the  Normal  student*.  The  upper  clashes  are  recruited 
•by  students  from  the  other  Primary  schools  in  the  district, 
and  the  Training  class  contains  students  from  Tuticorin, 
Ivirur,  and  Trichiuop  >ly.  The  present-  Training  class  con- 
tains seventeen  students.  These  girl*  spend  a  part  of 
their  time  i/i  the  study  of  Method  and  School  Management 
under  the  instruction  of  their  teacher,  and  part  of  there 
time  in  teaching  in  the  Primary  classes.  Twice  a  week- 
some  girl  gives  a  lesson  before  her  teachers  and  classmates, 
who  criticise  her  method.  Model  lessons  are  also  given  by 
the  teachers. 

u  Thus  far  we  have  been  able  to  secure  very  few  pupils 
for  the  High  School,  but  the  desire  on  the  part  of  both; 


pnpils  and  parents  for  higher  education  is  increasing,  and 
we  now  have  many  in  our  Middle  School  English  classes 
■who  will  soon  be  ready  to  fill  up  the  ranks.  When  English 
was  first  introduced  into  the  school,  there  was  every  reasou 
for  discouragement.  The  pupils  were  unwilling  to  study 
ir,  and  every  one  said  'Of  what  use  is  English  to  these 
girls?'  But  now  the  desire  for  English  is  almost  uni- 
versal. We  are  glad  to  report!  that  our  pupils  have  made 
great  improvement  in  this  study  within  the'  last  few  years, 
and  we  are  encouraged  to  press  on.  We  consider  it  most 
important  for  several  reasons  that  those  who  have  the' 
ability  should  study  English.  So  few  books  are  written  in 
Tamil,  that  a  teacher  who  cannot  read  English,  is  debarred 
from  much  valuable  material  for  her  work.  Then  too  a 
Uigh  School  education  cannot  be  acquired  in  Tamil,  and 
students  who  have  studied  in  the  Middie  School,  as  a  rule, 
are  immature  and  capable  of  teaching  only  elementary 
subjects.  Moreover  we  already  have  had  many  applications 
for  Higher  Grade  teachers  who  can  teach  English. 

"This  year  we  have  added  to  our  staff  one  mistress,  a 
High  School  graduate.  Our  teachers  are  all  Christians 
and  active  in  Christian  work.  Some  voluntarily  take  part 
in  street  preaching  and  Sunday  School  work. 

"The  progress  made  by  our  pupils  during  the  year  has, 
on  the  whole,  been  gratifying.  The  results  of  our  school 
promotion  examinations  have  been  much  better  than  a 
year  ago.  Our  third  standard  of  twenty-four  children  all 
passed  without  exception.  On  examining  the  English 
papers  of  the  Middle  School  class  my  attention  was  called  to 
a  case  of  marked  improvement.  Some  four  or  five  years 
ago,  a  dirty,  ragged,  unkempt  little  girl  was  brought  to  our 
school  from  one  of  the  neighbouring  villages.  She  seemed 
as  unpromising  and  unattractive  specimen  of  humanity  as 
one  often  sees.  To  day  she  is  a  pretty  well-mannered  gii  1, 
the  first  in  her  class  in  English,  and  best  of  all  a  sincere 
Christian  and  church  member.  The  results  of  Govern- 
ment Examinations  with  one  exception  have  been  satis- 
factory.   The  result  of  written  examinations  for  Lower 
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Secondary  Teachers' Certificates  seems  to  have  been:  poor 
throughout  the  Presidency.  Our  Upper  Secondary  and 
Prim  ivy  candidates  all  received  Trained  Certificates.  A' 
Primary  candidate  stood  first  in  the  first  class  in  the  Presi- 
dency of  thoso  granted  Trained  Teachers'  Certificates.  In 
the  recent' Primary  Examination  all  pupils  presented  from 
our  school  passed.  Ia  the  Bible  Union  Examination  of  the 
mission  a  First  Form  girl  won  the  standard  prize. 

We  have  gre^t  cause  to  be  thankful  that  oar  pupils  havo 
been  spared  any  serious  illness  this  year.  An  outbreak  of 
nl'easlfrfi  in  March  and  April,  and  one  of  chickenpox  in 
December  have  emphasized  our  need  of  an  isolated  sick 
room. 

"  We  regret  to  report  that  our  new  building,  Capron  Hall, 
has  not  yet  been  began.  The  delay  has  been  unavoidable, 
o  ving  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  Government  the 
grant  of  the  tank  bed  adjoining  oar  land,  and  the  sanction 
of  a  grant  for  building,  both  of  which  are  quite  essential. 
We  hope  our  friends  iu  America  will  not  be  discouraged. 
Our  need  is  ever  increasing  and.  we  shall  make  every  effort 
to  push  the  matter. 

"The  visit  of  Miss  Child  to  Madura  in  January  was  an 
occasion  of  great  rejoicing  to  the  school.  Her  words  of 
encouragement  and  cheer  were  a  help  and  an  inspiration 
to  us  all.  Our  girls  will  not  soon  forget  her  visit,  or  the 
pleasure  they  received  from  the  enjoyable  picnic  she  gave 
them.  A  bond  has  been  formed  between  the  school  and 
the  mother  society  at  home,  which  will  not  be  easily 
broken. 

"  In  October  we  were  glad  to  welcome  back  my  sister,  Miss 
B.  B.  Noyes,  returning  from  her  furlough  in  America.  We 
hope  by  our  united  efforts  to  accomplish  much  for  the 
school  during  the  coming  year. 

'•The  Senior  and  Junior  Endeavor  Societies  connected 
with  tho  school  are  prosperous.  They  use  the  topics  and 
readings  prepared  by  the  United  Society.  They  have 
raised  during  tho  year  over  sixty-seven  rupees,  most  of 
which  goes  tor  tho  support  of  a  Bible  woman  in  one  of  the 
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neighboring  villages.  The  Sunday  School  conducted  by 
the.  Sunday  School  Committee  is  well  kept  up.  Its  le  ler 
l8/(a  girl  not  over  fourteen  years  old.  Ber  zeal  and  courago 
in;  attempting  to  teach  an  unruly,  noisy  cjfywd  of  Hindu 
bpys  has  been  marvelous.  Eleven  girls  hive  united  with 
the  church  this  year  on  profession  of  faith  Mr.  David 
held  a  number  of  meetings  with  our  students  on  both  his 
visits  to  Madura.  Many  of  die  cold  Chtistiaus  were  fired 
"with  a  new  zeal,  and  many  who  were  Hut  professing 
Christians  were  roused  and  interested,  and  t  hopj  we  shall 
soon  find  them  taking  a  firm  stand  for  Christ.  The  yirls 
•who  remained  in  the  school  during  the  holidays,  directly 
after  his  visit  here,  went  daily  of  their  own  accord  to  some 
village  and  preached  and  sang  Christian  songs.  In  most 
places  they  attracted  good  audiences  and  received  respect- 
ful attention." 

4.    THE  LUCY  PERRY  NOBLE  BIBLE  SCHOOL 
FOR  CHRISTIAN  WORKERS. 

Miss  Svcift  reports  as  follows: — "This  school  has  just 
completed  its  fourth  year.  As  ;i  mission  which  h«,s  not 
spiritually  minded  and  instructed  agents,  cannot  hope  to 
fulfil  the  purpose  of  its  establishment,  we  uim  by  this 
school  to  send  forth  suitably  equipped  laborers.  We  have 
received  women  for  training  especially  with  a  view  to 
increasing  the  number  of  Bible  women,  but  it  is  our  con- 
viction that  the  benefit  of  such  training  and  instruction 
should  not  be  confined  to  Bible  women  al  >ne,  but  that  tho 
spiritual  efficiency  of  our  teachers  would  be  increased  mate- 
rially by  two  year-:  of  cl>se  Bible  study  and  direct  work 
for  souls  such  as  the  Institution  affords.  We  have  had 
a  class  of  twenty  students  this  year,  most  of  whom  come 
from  without  the  District.  The  educational  qu  dificatsi  ms 
of'  the  students  are  very  far  from  being  satisfactory.  Tho 
imperfect  previous  preparation  prevents  us  from  having  as 
full  a  course  of  study  as  we  should  like,  and  actual  experi- 
ence has  made  it  manifest  that  the  present  curriculum  of 
6tudy  is  sufficiently  difficult  for  the  women-  w he  came  to 
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us.  It  is  indeec!  so  difficult  that  less  than  half  the  women 
who  enter  are  able  to  complete  the  course,  but  it  has  been 
our  endeavor  to  raise  tho  standard  of  study  rather  thati 
lower  it.  Sevcxvd  changes  in  the  curriculum  during  tho 
year  have  added  to  its  practical  usefuluess.  The  courso 
of  study  is  as  follows: — ■ 

First  Year. 

Tjif.?  of  Christ   5  hours  weekly. 

BoctHha'l  and  Topical  Bible  Lessons  4 
'Biblical  Geography  (Ilurlburt)       ...  4 

13acied  History  (Kurts)    1 

•Bazaar  Bdbk  with  Tamil  Poetry     ...  1 

Singing    1 

Lecture  on  Methods  of  Christian  Work  ^  „  „ 
Criticism  of  Students'  Address  . ..  \  ,,  „ 
.Hinduism  and  Other  Religions  \     „  „ 

Second  Tear. 

Life  of  Christ    5  hoars  weekly. 

Study  of  the  Bible  by  books   4  „  „ 

Acts  and  Church  His'ory    4  ,, 

Old  Testament  History    I 

Astronomy  versus  Astrology    1  „ 

Singing    1  „  „ 

Lecture  on  Methods  of  Christian  Work  £  „  „ 

Criticism  of  Students'  \Yoik   ^  „  „ 

Mohammedanism    4  a  it 

"The  regular  practical  work  of  the  students  consists  in 
house  to  houso  visiting  and  teachiug  Hindu  women.  They 
have  had  2:JS  pupils  during  the  year  and  have  visited  1,377 
separate  houses.  Ono  afternoon  in  tne  week  has  been 
given  ;;p  to  a  sewing  class  for  Hindu  girls  and  women,  which 
affords  the  students  opportunity  for  practice  in  conducting 
such  classes,  and  also  gives  us  opportunity  to  become  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  women  themselves  and  to  teach 
them  of  Christ.  Tho  sewing  hour  is  always  closed  with 
'  Scripture  lesson,  singing,  and  prayer,    The  6t'udents  have 
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also  accompanied  the  older  Bible  women  to  their  StiTulfly 
cottage  meetings  and  have  rendered  assistance  in  conduct* 
ing  them.  One  student  has  undertaken  to  lead  a  children's 
meeting  on  the  only  half  holiday  of  the  week. 

"We  purchased  a  tent  early  in  the  year  for  the  use  of  tho 
students  in  village  work,  and  made  use  of  it  on  two  differ- 
ent occasions.  Fourteen  students,  accompauied  by  three 
Bible  women  spent  ten  days  in  April  itineratiug  among 
the  villages  of  the  Madura  Station.  They  made  five  en- 
campments, and  preached  in  61  villages,  scattered  over  a 
district  of  180  square  miles.  The  women  walked  135 
miles  and  conducted  163  meetings.  They  worked  very  hap- 
pily together  and  as  was  reported  of  them,  '  did  the  Lord's 
work  gladly.'  They  held  a  prayer  meeting  every  noon, 
led  by  one  of  the  women,  and  at  night  met  to  report  the 
day's  work  and  pray  for  .it.  Pastor  Simon,  who  accom- 
panied them,  to  assist  them,  reported  that  'there  was 
peace  in  the  tent  and  gladness  in  the  work.'  In  several 
villages  the  people  requested  them  to  send  a  Bible  woman 
to  live  among  them  because  'one  hearing  is  not  enough.'* 
On  a  second  occasion  they  spent  three  d;iv3  in  ten*  wo'k 
near  Alagar  Kovi!  and  made  good  use  of  the  opportunity 
to  speak  to  the  crowds  of  women  who  assemble  fcher 

"In  March  five  students  finished  the  course  c4  s/udy  .and, 
received  certificates  from  the  school.  The  meeting  for 
consecrating  them  to  their  work  was  held  in  tho  East  Gate 
Church  and  was  an  occasion  to  which  the  stu'lctits  them- 
selves, we  are  sure,  will  always  V>ok  back  with  pleasure.. 
Four  of  these  women  are  ar,  work  in  our  own  mission,  two 
in  the  villages  and  two  in  M.tdura  city.  We  feel  >o  desir- 
ous of  having  the  students  go  out  to  tho  village  women,  so 
long  shut  away  from  hearing  the  good  news  of  salvation, 
that  we  regret  the  necessity  of  keeping  any  of  them  in  tho 
city,  but  as  one  object  of  our  training  work  is  to  secure 
more  efficient  workers,  we  shall  feel  impelled  for  some 
years  to  come,  to  displace  some  of  the  less  satisfactory,  by 
putting  the  students  in  their  places ;  hence  the  actual  num- 
ber of  workers  may  not  be  at  once  affected  by  the  school. 
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"The  much  needed  building  for  our  work  is  ia  course  of 
construction,  and  we  hope  to  occupy  it  within  sis  months. 
As  the  funds  are  insufficient  to  complete  the  building 
according  to  the  plan,  we  are  erecting  only  a  part  of  it  at 
present,  and  hope  that  in  the  future  we  may  be  enabled 
to  complete  it.  Our  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  Park  Church,  Chicago,  for  their  con- 
tribution towards  this  object  this  year. 

"  In  dismissing  our  classes  for  the  brief  holidays,  we  are 
happy  in  the  assurance  that,  though  it  has  been  a  year  of 
difficult  toil  to  many  of  the  women,  made  more  difficult  by 
illness,  yet  not  a  few  of  them  have  come  into  a  newer 
spiritual  experience,  and  that  our  study  has  been  to  some 
of  them  a  veritable  valley  of  vision — vision  of  new  life 
and  hopeful  service.  The  meetings  held  by  Mr.  David, 
the  Evangelist,  were  very  helpful.  The  consecration  meet- 
ings held  by  us  afterwards  were  delightful." 

5.   THE  MADURA  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

It  has  a  staff  of  12  teachers,  and  244  pupils.  Mr. 
Herrick,  who  is  in  charge  of  it,  reports  as  follows: — "At  tho 
beginning  of  the  year  the  High  School  was  made  a  separ- 
ate department  of  mission  work,  and  was  put  in  my 
charge.  The  object  of  this  school  is  plain,  and  the  methods 
of  attaining  that  object  comparatively  simple.  Its  funda- 
mental object  is  to  exert  a  Christian  influence  upon  the 
community,  through  the  boys  and  young  men  who  attend  it. 
As  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  pupils  are  non-Christian,  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  the  influence  may  be  considerable,  both 
indirectly  on  the  families  to  which  the  students  belong, 
and  directly  on  the  students  themselves,  who  will  in  time 
take  their  places  in  the  community  as  heads  of  families. 
The  methods  of  attaining  that  object  are  first  to 
make  the  school  a  decided  success  as  a  school,  and  second- 
ly to  impart  Christian  instruction  in  the  daily  Bible  class 
and  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  by  personal  intercourse 
with  the  students.  Partly  to  raise  the  standard  of  teach- 
ing in  the  English  branches  in  the  school,  and  partly  to 
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qualify  myself  for  a  Government  grant,  I  taught  fifteen 
hours  a  week,  in  addition  to  the  daily  Bible  lesson,  during 
the  first  term.  This  is  more  than  I  care  to  teach,  as  it 
leaves  so  little  time  for  supervision.  But  owing  to  the 
reduced  appropriations  from  the  Board  it  was  necessary  to 
obtain  some  financial  aid.  Since  being  put  in  charge  of 
Battalagundu  Station,  it  has  been  impossible  to  do  that 
amount  of  teaching,  and  I  reduced  the  time  to  seven  hours 
a  week  in  secular  subjects,  going  to  Madura  every  week 
and  remaining  there  three  days  with  an  occasional  Sunday 
in  which  to  visit  the  Sunday  School.  Owing  to  the  reduc- 
ed number  of  hours  of  teaching,  Government  gives  only 
Rs.  50  per  month,  but  this  makes  up  the  reduction  in 
appropriations  and  will,  I  hope,  enable  me  to  close  the  year 
without  debt.  In  the  technical  examinations  in  April  the 
results  were  exceptionally  good.  One  of  the  candidates 
from  the  school  passed  second  and  has  been  awarded  a 
scholarship  of  Rs.  8.  A  number  of  others  passed  first 
class  and  are  eligible  for  scholarships  of  Rs.  6. 

"  The  Christian  work  done  in  the  school  has  been  regular 
and  systematic.  Bible  classes  are  held  daily,  and  afford  a 
good  opportunity  for  some  very  plain  speaking  on  religi- 
ous subjects,,  which  for  the  most  part  is  well  received. 
The  seed  is  being  sown  and  the  harvest  is  sure  to  come  in 
time.  The  Christian  influence  of  earnest  and  devoted  teach- 
ers, supplemented  by  regular  Christian  teaching,  is  sure 
to  tell  in  the  end,  in  the  formation  of  manly  Christian 
character.  The  school  is  especially  fortunate  in  having  a 
Head  Master,  who  is  thoroughly  interested  in  bis  work  and 
who  is  a  decided  Christian,  and  whose  influence  on  the 
boys  is  most  excellent." 


V.    MEDICAL  WORK. 

1.  Madura. — Dr.  Van  Allen  reports  as  follows  "Tbo 
work  in  our  mission  hospital  at  Madura  has  gone  on  steadily 
as  usual.  The  number  of  patients  treated  has  been  about 
the  same  as  the  previous  year.    The  total  number  treated 
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last  year  was  47,000.  The  total  number  treated  the  pre- 
ceding year  was  47,600.  Surgical  cases  have  slightly  in- 
creased. Thank-offerings  from  patients  have  been  main- 
tained, and  our  municipal  grant  has  been  increased.  Not- 
withstanding the  heavy  reduction  in  the  grant  by  our 
Board,  the  work  has  not  been  decreased  in  efficiency,  the 
reductions  being  met  in  two  ways,  namely,  by  a  grant 
kindly  given  by  the  Widows'  Aid  Society,  on  account  of 
medical  examinations  of  candidates  in  past  years,  and  by 
allowing  the  stock  of  medicines  to  run  low.  Religious  in- 
struction is  carried  on  daily  in  both  dispensaries.  Hand- 
bills and  tracts  are  daily  given  out,  to  which  I  have  heard 
but  one  person  object.  In  September  Dr.  Harriet  B.  Park- 
er, after  passing  her  first  examination  in  Tamil,  took  up 
the  work  in  the  Women's  Hospital.  A  lady  doctor  has  been 
the  great  need  here,  and  the  work  will  be  much  more  satis- 
factorily carried  on  by  this  addition  to  its  force.  The 
Women's  Board  have  expressed  their  intention  to  leave  no- 
thing undone  to  make  this  Women's  Hospital  an  eminent 
success.  This  information  cheers  us  much.  When  a  mis- 
sionary receives  a  letter  from  America,  enclosing  a  sum  of 
money,  whether  large  or  small,  for  his  work,  he  feels  as 
light  hearted  and  happy  as  possible  all  day.  Why  is  this 
so  ?  Is  it  the  sum  of  money  ?  That  has  very  little  to  do 
with  it.  It  is  because  the  letter  tells  unmistakably  that  there 
is  some  one  whose  heart  is  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the 
efforts  which  he  is  putting  forth  under  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances. The  health  of  our  missionaries,  who  remain 
on  the  field,  has  been  fair  the  past  year.  No  epidemics 
have  occurred,  though  the  last  few  days  have  seen  some 
cholera  in  Madura. 

2.  .  Dindiqux  Dispknsaet. — Dr.  Chester  reports  as  fol- 
lows:— "There  were  treated  at  the  Dindigul  Dispensary, 
in  the  year  under  review,  '10,693  new  cases,  or  those  com- 
ing for  the  first  tgpe,  and  a  total  of  21,121  old  and  new 
cases,  which  represents  the  number  of  prescriptions 
written.    Of  the  new  cases  6,450  were  males  and  5,989 


52 


females.  Of  these  5,987  were  medical,  3,445  surgical,  232 
both  medical  and  surgical,  and  1,029  of  vaccination,  per- 
formed by  the  medical  vaccinator. 

(l  There  were  234  in-patients  and  69  labor  cases. 

"Among  the  patients  were  138  Europeans,  93  Eurasians, 
3,032  Native  Christians,  925  Mohammedans,  and  0,504 
Hindus.  The  patients  came  from  793  villages.  These 
figures,  though  rather  dry  reading,  bring  to  light  a 
number  of  interesting  facts.  One  is  that  Native  women 
have  less  and  less  fear  of  attending  a  European  Dis- 
pensary and  are  almost  as  well  represented  as  men. 
.Another  is  that  all  classes  and  castes  and  adherents 
of  various  forms  of  religion,  found  in  our  district,  are  very 
equally  represented.  Still  another  is  that  the  Natives  com- 
ing to  the  dispensary  have  seemed  to  show  increasing 
confidence  in  European  medical  treatment. 

"In  the  year  under  review  we  have  continued  to  have  an 
unusually  large  number  of  cases  of  fever,  and  many  of  a 
severe  type.  As  there  has  been  such  a  heavy  rainfall, 
during  the  closing  months  of  the  year,  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  in  the  month  of  December,  cholera  appear- 
ed in  Dindigul  and  in  a  number  of  the  villages  of  the  Din- 
digul  Taluk.  We  make  up  cholera  pills  in  the  dispensary, 
by  the  thousand,  and  distribute  them  freely  to  all  those 
intelligent  village  people  who  come  to  the  dispensary  and 
ask  for  them  and  promise  to  use  them  according  to  our 
directions.  All  the  catechists  and  teachers  in  the  Dindigul 
Station  keep  these  pills  on  hand  and,  as  in  previous  years, 
give  very  favorable  reports  of  success  in  their  use. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  most  of  the  Native  Christians 
of  Dindigul,  and  many  warm  friends  among  the  Hindus 
and  Mohamm,edans,  followed  to  the  grave  the  remains  of 
our  First  Class  Hospital  Assistant,  Mr.  R.  P.  Vethakannu. 
For  more  .than  twenty  years  he  did  good  and  faithful  work 
in  the  Dindigul  Di^psnsary,  being  of  the  greatest  assist- 
ance to  me  in  my  medical  work.  He  was  a  sincere  Christ- 
ian, and  a  great  help  in  many  ways  to  the  native  pastor  of 
the  Dindigul  Church.    The  work  in  a  dispensary  never 


53 


stops.  A  man  comes  to  you  all  out  of  order  and  you  fix 
him  up  and  put  him  in  a  fair  condition,  and  send  him  back 
to  his  village  rejoicing1,  when  all  of  a  sudden,  a  few  months 
later,  he  turns  up  again  in  worse  condition  than  ever  and 
all  the  making  over  process  must  be  repeated. 

"The  quantity  of  pills  and  powders  a  native  village  man 
will  swallow,  in  a  week,  without  a  grumble  or  a  doubt,  but 
with  positive  delight,  would  be  enough  to  disturb  the 
equinimity  even  of  old  Diogenes,  if  he  had  seen  anything 
like  it  in  his  time.  Still  pills  and  powders  are  good  in 
their  way,  and  relieve  many  aches  and  pains. 

"  There  is  one  thing  a  mission  dispensary  does  not  do,  it 
does  not  excite  the  opposition  of  any  class  of  people  against 
the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  there  is  one  thing  it 
does  do,  independently  of  the  suffering  it  relieves.  It  tells 
thousands  of  the  people  from  the  villages  of  the  great 
and  good  Divine  Physician,  who  went  about  doing  good 
and  healing  the  diseases  of  the  people.  Having  for 
another  year  received  from  the  Dindigul  Taluk  Board 
and  the  Dindigul  Municipality,  grants  for  the  running 
expenses  of  the  Dindigul  Dispensary,  and  for  the  medi- 
cines required,  I  desire  thus  publicly  to  record  my  hearty 
thanks  for  this  great  favor." 


VI.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

(a)  Buildings. — On  account  of  the  reductions  in  funds 
all  repairs  and  buildings  possible  have  remained  un- 
done. Mr.  Holton  reports  one  catechist's  house  burned 
and  another  erected  in  its  place  at  the  people's  expense 
Mr.  Herrick  reports  two  buildings  erected  in  Battalagundu 
Station.  Mr.  El  wood  rebuilt  the  Station  day  school.  It 
was  badly  dilapidated  by  time  and  by  fire,  so  that  its 
reconstruction  was  necessary,  but  it  could  not  have  been 
done  if  there  had  not  been  a  surplus  from  the  contingents 
qf  last  year.  The  new  building  is  now  light,  airy,  and 
commodious.    Mr.  Vaughan  reports  two  buildjngB  put  up 
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during  the  year,  but  the  work  was  begun  last  year  and  the 
funds  for  the  same  were  not  furnished  by  the  mission. 
One  of  them  was  the  school  at  South  Gate  in  Madura  city. 
It  has  a  terraced  roof  and  cost  nearly  Rs.  1,200.  It  is  used 
as  a  school  and  church.  The  design  is  to  put  on  a  second 
story  for  a  church  when  funds  are  available.  Mr.  Vaughan 
also  speaks  very  touchingly  of  the  gifts  to  two  of  the 
Madura  churches  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  sainted 
Father  Chandler,  by  his  children.  "One  is  a  large  plat- 
form erected  in  the  East  Church  and  a  modern  pulpit,  put 
in  place  of  the  old  one,  a  change  which  adds  much  to  the 
general  convenience  and  appearance  of  the  church.  The 
other  is  the  gift  of  a  Communion  table  to  the  North  Church, 
where  so  much  of  Father  Chandler's  interests  centered 
during  his  later  years.  Whenever  they  gather  about  the 
table  of  their  Lord  their  thoughts  will  be  carried  upward 
to  the  one  who  has  passed  through  the  heavens  and  has 
entered  into  fuller  Communion  with  his  beloved  Lord." 
The  beautiful  church  at  Kodaikanal,  which  is  designed  for 
both  English  and  Tamil  congregations,  after  one  or  two 
mishaps,  was  finally  completed  and  dedicated,  first  in 
English  and  a  week  later  in  Tamil.  It  is  a  great  comfort 
to  us  all,  in  the  quiet  and  uplifting  services,  which  we  en- 
joy during  our  season  of  rest  on  the  Hills.  In  the  Man- 
dapasalai  Station  "eight  new  buildings  were  erected  dur- 
ing the  year  but  none  at  mission  expense.  Of  the  eight  two 
were  done  wholly  by  the  people,  without  a  single  sugges- 
tion from  the  missionary  as  to  their  duty  in  this  year  of 
trial.  And  in  every  other  instance  where  a  church  has  been 
repaired,  whether  little  or  much,  the  people  have  aided, 
Eometime8  giving  in  money  and  work,  one  half.  We  feel 
that  a  great  point  has  been  gained  in  the  line  of  self-sup- 
port. These  buildings  cost  us  a  great  many  hours  of  anxi- 
ous thought  and  prayer,  but  God  has  helped  us  through, 
and  enabled  us  to  build,  not  all  that  we  wanted  to,  but 
those  which  were  immediately  and  absolutely  necessary. 
To  him  be  all  the  praise.  The  best  of  it  all  was  that  His 
hand  was  .so  apparent  in  the  reductions,  and  gave  us  such 
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a  strong  argument  to  urge  upon  the  people  the  duty  of 
building,  or  at  least  to  help  in  the  building  of  their  own 
churches.  A  spirit  of  benevolence  and  self-reliance  has 
developed  among  our  Christians  that  is  exceedingly  en- 
couraging. •  The  reductions  were  a  sore  trial  at  first. 
They  gave  us  an  experience  that  we  would  never  seek, 
bitter  indeed  to  the  very  core,  and  yet  such  has  been  the 
fruit  in  one  station,  at  least,  that  we  truly  thank  God  for 
them." 

This  leads  to 

(b)  Benevolence. — The  amount  raised  by  our  people 
for  benevolent  purposes  during  the  year  1896  is  Rs.  10,22-ij 
a  trifle  less  than  last  year.  About  the  same  amount  was 
paid  by  the  people  for  the  school  fees  oE  their  children. 
To  those  who  know  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  majority 
of  our  Christians,  this  seems  a  large  sum.  The  average 
income  of  the  majority  of  our  people  may  be  about  Rs.  5  per 
month,  nearly  §1.50  in  American  money.  It  is  not  rea- 
sonable to  expect  a  man  at  the  head  of  an  ordinary  family, 
"with  this  small  income,  to  give  any  large  sum  for  the  sup- 
port of  his  pastor  and  teacher,  and  for  the  erection  of 
churches.  And  when  we  remember  that  such  persons  are 
often  without  work,  and  are  exposed  to  sickness  the  same 
as  others,  and  their  houses  are  injured  by  fire  or  by  white 
ants,  or  by  the  heavy  rains  and  have  to  be  repaired  the 
same  as  other's  houses,  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  think  that 
one  pie  a  Sunday  is  the  extent  of  their  obligations.  In 
view  of  this  hard  fight  for  a  bare  existence,  is  it  a  wonder 
if  they  fail  to  be  convinced  that  they  should  give  more 
and  rich  friends  in  America  should  give  less  ?  Is  it  a 
wonder  also  that  we,  who  know  how  hard  it  is  to  keep  the 
wolf  from  the  door,  should  feel  a  deep  sympathy  for  them, 
and  sometimes  question  whether  we  ought  to  urge  upon 
them  greater  sacrifices  ?  True  all  do  not  give  as  they  ought> 
but  the  same  is  true  of  Christians  at  home.  When  there  is 
something  to  call  out  their  sympathies  they  respond  gener- 
ously.   For  example  when  an  appeal  was  made  for  the 
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Armenian  sufferers  the  result  was  most  gratifying.  In  five 
stations  an  effort  ws»s  made  and  the  result  was  Rs.  823 
raised  and  sent.  This  is  most  excellent,  but  we  feel  the 
need  here,  as  is  felt  at  home,  of  giving  from  principle  and 
systematically. 

(c)  The  Pasukalai  Pkess,  which  has  hitherto  been  a 
private  enterprise,  sustained  and  carried  on  entirely  by 
Dr.  Washburn,  was  made  over  by  him  to  the  mission  early 
in  the  year.  A  great  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  Dr. 
"Washburn  for  all  the  energy  and  self-sacrifice  displayed 
by  him  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  press  for  so  many 
years  and  for  this  final  gift  of  the  entire  plant  to  the 
mission.  Dr.  Jones,  who  now  has  it  in  charge,  employs 
eleven  men  in  it.  Besides  printing  the  "True  News" 
twice  a  month  and  the  "Joyful  News"  monthly,  it  has 
turned  out  many  thousand  pages  of  tracts,  booklets,  and 
Teports  during  the  year. 

(d)  The  Widows'  Aid  Society. — This  society  which 
was  formed  in  1864,  is  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  an  In- 
surance Society.  Its  object  is  to  provide  for  the  support  of 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  agents  and  Christians 
of  the  Madura  Missioa.  It  is  entirely  distinct  from  the 
mission  and  the  mission  is  no  way  responsible  for  it.  But 
the  missioa  cooperates  with  it  and  encourages  it  in  every 
possible  way.  It  is  managed  on  thorough  business  princi- 
ples, and  has  gained  in  strength  and  popularity  from  the 
beginning.  It  is  a  very  safe  institution,  having  Rs.  44,000 
permanently  invested,  the  interest  on  which  is  sufficient 
to  pay  all  pensions  due  to  widows  and  orphans.  Those 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  society  are  glad  to  avail  them- 
selves of  its  excellent  provisions. 

(<)  The  Madura  Evangelical  Society. — This  society 
was  organized  in  1853.  It  is  a  Home  .Missionary  Society, 
whose  object  is  to  promote  evangelistic  effort  ia  the  Madura 
District  and  sustain,  so  far  as  possible,  the  Pastors  and 
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Evangelists  of  the  mission.  All  of  the  agents  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  Christian  people  of  the  mission  subscribe 
annually  to  its  support.  About  Rs.  1,500  are  annually- 
collected  by  the  society.  It  is  doing  a  good  work  and  looks 
hopefully  in  the  direction  of  self-support. 

(/)  The  Visit  op  Miss  Child. — The  year  1896  was  made 
memorable  by  the  visit  of  Miss  Abbie  P.  Child,  the  Homo 
Secretary  cf  the  W omen's  Board  to  the  mission.  Such  visits 
from  our  officers  are  very  precious  to  us.  They  bring  us  in- 
to sympathetic  relations  with  the  Board  and  the  Board  are 
able  to  understand  ns  and  we  them  far  better  than  before. 
It  also  gives  our  Secretaries  an  intelligent  comprehension 
of  the  work  so  that  they  can  adequately  represent  it 
to  the  churches  at  home.  Miss  Child  and  her  sister  spent 
five  weeks  in  the  mission  and  greatly  cheered  our  hearta 
and  the  hearts  of  our  workers  and  people. 

(g)  The  Map. — We  are  happy  to  present  our  readers 
with  a  map  of  the  mission,  shewing  the  boundaries  of  each 
station  and  a  few  of  the  villages  where  we  have  congre- 
gations. There  are  thousands  of  villages  which  we  could 
not  enter  for  lack  of  room,  and  only  a  few  out  of  the  443 
villages  where  we  have  Christians.  We  have  taken  great 
pains  to  make  it  accurate  so  far  as  it  goes. 


CONCLUSION. 

We  leave  the  work  of  the  year  with  our  patient  and 
indulgent  Lord.  Mistakes,  failures,  successes, — all  are 
with  Him.  We  grieve  that  we  could  not  save  more  souls, 
but  we  have  the  sweet  consciousness  that  we  have  tried  to 
do  our  duty.  To  God  be  all  praise  for  the  honor  and  pri- 
vilege of  -allowing  us  to  try  to  serve  Him. 
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PASTORS'  REPORTS. 


MADURA  STATION. 

North  Gate  Church.— I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  church 
has  made  progress  oaring  the  past  year  in  spiritual  life  and 
religious  knowledge  and  that  there  were  no  deaths  in  my  congre- 
gation. As  it  is  very  difficult  for  the  members  who  work  in  tho 
cotton  miil,  to  attend  Sunday  services,  I  have  the  services  for 
thorn  in  the  tope  where  they  live.  As  there  is  a  flood  in  the 
river  in  tho  rainy  season,  the  church  members  who  live  at  That- 
tanery,  on  tho  other  side  of  the  river,  come  around  by  the  bridge, 
a  distance  of  nearly  two  miies,  having  to  start  very  early,  in 
order  to  reach  the  church  in  time  for  service.  This  encourages 
me  very  much.  In  the  year  1894  a  young  man  of  that  village, 
named  Vetharoanikam,  joined  tho  church  and  by  his  earno:tness 
and  diligence  his  brothers,  and  their  wives  and  children,  contain- 
ing eight  souls  were  converted  to  Christianity.  There  are  nono 
left  unconverted  in  his  family  except  his  father  and  mother,  and 
he  is  trying  for  them  now.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  church  is 
hindered  by  the  Hindus  and  others  on  account  of  its  position 
and  inconvenience. 

S.  Smox. 


Madura  West  Church. — The  number  of  baptized  persons 
on  the  list  is  264,  the  number  of  communicants  is  149.  We  have 
had  a  loss  of  23,  one  half  of  whom  went  to  other  missions. 
There  have  been  five  deaths,  two  of  whom  are  worth  mentioning. 
Sutthavathi,  aged  42  was  once  a  devil  dancer,  but  was  converted 
in  1894  and  died  in  1895.  When  very  ill  her  parents  refused  to 
help  her,  or  to  let  her  live  in  their  house.  She  was  taken  to  tho 
Government  hospital  where  she  soon  afterward  died. 

She  was  firm  unto  the  end  and  died  a  peaceful  death.  She 
had  won  a  few  women  to  the  fold  of  Christ.  The  other  woman 
was  Mariammal,  who  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  28  years. 
She  possessed  the  characteristics  of  peace,  patience,  and  piety. 
I  can  call  her  the  Bible  Mary  *  who  hath  chosen  the  good  part.' 
The  Sunday  and  week  day  services  and  the  Sunday  School  are 
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well  kept  up.  We  have  a  Junior  and  Senior  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E\ 
The  young  men  of  the  Senior  society  conduct  the  meetings 
themselves  and  assist  in  evangelistic  services.  There  is  an 
English  branch  of  the  latter.  There  is  a  mothers'  meeting  kept 
up  by  the  ■women.  The  church  is  on  the  look  out  to  discipline 
its  offenders,  but  some  of  the  disciplined  ones  easily  enter  other 
churches.  This  is  a  great  evil.  The  members  this  year  have  not 
only  supported  their  pastor,  but  have  raised  some  money  for  the 
helpless  Armenians. 

J.  Rowland. 


DINDIGUL  STATION. 

DindiGCL  Cnoitcir.  —  In  reviewing  the  year  I  have  the  pain* 
ftil  duty  of  recording  the  death  of  some  prominent  members. 
One  of  them,  a  convert  from  Romanism,  served  the  mission  a 
long  period,  and  was  a  zealous  preacher  of  the  gospel.  Another 
Was  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  cigar  factories,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  third  was  a  gymnastic  master  in  the  A.  M. 
School  and  was  a  very  useful  member  of  the  Y.  M  C.  A.  He 
was  a  friend  to  all.  His  attachment  to  another  member  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  such  as  to  lead  others  to  say  ihat  they  are  like 
David  and  Jonathan.  The  iast,  but  not  the  least  of  them  all, 
was  the  Hospital  Assistant  for  33  years  iu  the  Dindigul  Dispen- 
sary, lie  was  Dr.  Chester's  right  hand  man  and  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  church.  The  Y.  M.  C  A.  though  shaken 
by  some  untoward  circumstances,  yet  it,  taking  root,  holds  aloft 
the  banner  of  the  cross.  The  women's  weekly  meeting  is  con- 
tinued steadily.  They  have  collected  among  themselves  a  small 
sum  and  bought  two  dozen  Tamil  books  for  their  mental  improve- 
ment. The  Sunday  School  superintended  by  Dr.  Chester,  is  ia 
«  prosperous  slate.  It  is  conducted  in  three  different  parts  of  the 
town,  and  the  attendance  of  boys  and  girls  is  over  400  Admis- 
sions 12,  of  whom  2  are  from  Romanism. 

J.  CoLTON. 


The  Western  Dindigul  Pastorate. — During  the  year  7 
souls  have  been  added  to  the  church  on  profession  of  faith,  12 
children  have  been  baptized,  5  marriages  solemnized  and  3  died, 
two  of  these  with  so  much  trust  in  God  that  their  wives  and 
children  were  comforted  concerning  them  that  they  ate  now  with. 
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their  Savior.  Many  of  the  members  go  to  the  Periur  Hills  for 
work,  but  they  never  forget  God.  Weekly  prayer  meetings  are 
regnlarly  maintained.  Three  elderly  members  of  this  pastorate 
went  with  us  to  the  September  Meeting  at  Madura,  at  their  own 
expense.  Separate  meetings  for  the  children,  to  pray  and  study 
the  Bible  have  been  held.  I  spent  a  week  with  5  of  my  cate- 
ehists  on  the  Periur  Hills,  and  held  prayer  meetings  for  the 
Christiana  and  preached  the  gospel  in  48  heathen  villages. 

A.  Sayaeimetthu. 


T1RUMANGALAM  STATION. 

Teleakclam. — lam  engaged  in  the  Lord's  work  atVella- 
fiulam,  having  charge  of  8  congregations  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  station.  I  travel  from  congregation  to  congregation,  and 
when  at. home,  among  my  own  people>  I  visit  from  house  to  house 
teaching  and  praying  with  them.  I  also  go  much  among  Hindus, 
preaeh  Christ  to  them,  and;  distributing  traets  among  them.  My 
eongregation  is  prompt  and  full  in  its  offerings.  A  young  man 
who  came  from  Hinduism  aud  was  baptized  by  the  name  of 
Solomon  is  ai  great  aid  to  me  in  the  Lord  's  service  and  goes 
among  the  Hindus,  preaching  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord.  A 
young  man  from  the  higher  caste  joined  us  about  the  middle  of 
the  year,  and  was  firm  for  a  short  time,  but  owing  to  persecution 
from  his  family  and1  others,  he  went  back  to  heathenism.  My  con- 
gregation is  firm  and  cheerful  under  all  forms  of  persecution 
and  trouble  from  without.  Though  there  has  been  no  catechist 
at  Kukulauohery  for  some  months,  the  eongregation  has  con- 
ducted the  services  without  a  break.  The  congregation  at  Vel- 
loor  has  greatly  improved  during  the  year  in  the  singing  of 
Christian  lyrics.  At  Mathavanaikanur  there  is  a  large  and 
thriving  school  connected  with  the  congregation.  The  Hindus 
listen  eagerly  to  the  truth,  and  read  our  books  more  and  more. 

A.  Perumal. 


MtJNDcnEiPD. — It  is  now  two  years  since  this  was  made  a 
separate  church.  Since  then  it  has  grown  in  morals,  piety,  and 
benevolence.  On  account  of  irregularities  two  families  were 
disciplined,  but  are  anxious  to  be  received  back  into  the  church 
When  the  station  festival  wa6  celebrated  here  iu  July,  every 
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member  of  the  congregation  brought  thaak-offering  to  the  Lord. 
One  gives  monthly  Rs.  5,  and  another  Rs.  3  and  others  in  pro- 
portion to  their  ability.  I  am  glad  to  see  growth  timoug  my 
people  in  their  ability  and  readiness  to  assist  in  the  conduct  of 
the  prayer  meetings.  The  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  meetings  are  a  great 
help  and  inspiration  to  all  my  young  mem  They  grow  in  .Bible 
knowledge  and  engage  in  preaching  to  the  heathen.  Boys  under 
16  meet  together  and  manifest  much  interest.  By  the  efforts  of 
the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  a  Hindu  youth  was  recently  converted  and 
attends  our  meetings. 

A»  Gnanamdtthc. 


PASUMALAI  STATION. 

Pasumalai. — During  this  year  thirteen  young  men  of  the 
college  department  joined  the  ehurch  by  profession.  An  auxili- 
ary of  the  Native  Evangelical  Society,  started  in  March  last,  has 
begun,  through  an  evangelist,  gospel  work  ia  several  villages 
which  lie  to  the  south-west  of  Pasumalai.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
also,  instead  of  spending  its  funds  indefinitely,  as  formerly,  has 
taken  up  work  in  a  village  about  three  miles  north* of  Pasumalai, 
where  it  employs  a  catechist  to  teach  the  children  of  the  village 
congregation  and  to  do  evangelistic  work.  Here  is- a  large  Sun- 
day School  conducted  by  Rev.  W.  M.  Zumbro,  and  prayer  meet- 
ing for  the  women  is  looked  after  by  Mrs.  Jones.  The  congre- 
gation in  addition  to  its  monthly  contributions  to  the  church  and 
so  forth,  has  also  sent  help  to  the  Armenian  Relief  Fund,  and 
to  the  Madras  Tract  and  Bible  Societies. 

A.  Barnes. 


PERIAKULAM  STATION. 

Kottaimedu  and  Andipatty  Churches.— In  1896  in  my 
pastorate  at  Kottaimedu  and  Aadipatty,  I  am  happy  to  report 
that  ten  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church  by  profession  of 
faith  and  2o  children  were  baptized.  The  Sabbath  attendance  is 
very  regular.  The  people  are  very  courageous  to  contribute  to 
the  church.  The  death  of  a  widow  in  my  congregation  is  very 
attractive  in  her  dying  point.  We  had  prayer  for  her,  and  after 
the  prayer  she  devoted  herself  to  her  Heavenly  Father,  and  her 
dying  was  a  very  much  happy  to  the  snrrounding  people.  Every 
morning  and  evening  I  use  to  go  out  into  the  town  and  have  dis- 
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tflbuted  1,500  handbills  and  some  portions  of  the  Bible.  I  have 
been  seven  times  to  Andipatty  side  and  have  celebrated  the  Lord's 
Supper  five  times.  We  hold  another  separate  meeting  on  every 
Wednesdays  of  the  week,  and  so  practice  the  members  to  speak 
and  pray.  I  beg  you  all  to  remember  and  pray  God  for  me  and 
my  congregations. 

C.  Williams. 


Kambam. — It  is  near  37  years  since  I  began  work  in  the 
mission,  first  as  teacher  and  then  as  catechist,  aud  from  1872  as 
Pastor,  and  I  must  render  thanks  to  the  Lord  for  all  His  mercies 
bestowed  on  me,  and  for  all  His  guide  and  help  granted  to  me 
in  my  work,  in  all  the  above  long  period.  When  we  commenced 
the  last  year  we  kept  a  midnight  service  on  the  night  previous  to 
its  birth,  and  all  the  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  congregation 
very  eagerly  attended  it,  with  thank-offerings  and  lights.  The 
service  was  a  very  awakening  one,  and  1  believe  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  has  really  been  in  my  work  during  the  whole  year.  Be- 
sides our  ordinary  Sunday  services,  Sunday  Schools,  prayer  meet- 
ing, etc.,  we  have  several  meetings  in  regard  to'  the  Kiug's  Daugh- 
ters' circle,  Children's  Society,  etc.  Oar  usual  semi-annual 
gatherings  were  regularly  kept,  at  the  proper  season  and  in 
which  the  Christians  liberally  contributed  for  the  cause  of  the 
gospel,  mostly  from  their  poverty.  In  our  revival  meetings  the 
suspended  members  stood  up'  and  confessed  their  sins,  and 
reunited  the  church  and  congregation  with  repentance.  All  the 
meetings  have  been  very  interesting,  and  the  people  have  attend- 
ed them,  in  several  cases  overflowing  the  church-  Although 
there  have  been  losses  in  various  ways  against  our  additions,  still 
there  is  not  so  much  decrease  in  the  church  and  congregations. 
The  number  of  adherents  is  656,  and  they  live  in  9  different 
congregations.  The  want  of  more  laborers  was  very  much  felt 
during  the  last  two  years,  still  1  was  not  discouraged,  trusting 
in  the  Lord,  the  Master  of  the  vineyard  will  guide  and  help 
me  for  the  future  too. 

S.  Isaac. 


Kodaikanal. — It  is  a  great  blessing  for  this  place,  that  a  new 
and  spacious  church  is  built  in  a  more  centre  place.  This  beautiful 
church  was  dedicated  on  lbs  24th  June,  when  this  place  in  a  full 


season.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  are  now  regularly  conducted,  with  a 
new  life,  and  some  of  the  member?,  with  great  interest,  accom- 
pany me  to  preach  the  gospel  on  Sabbath  evenings.  I  have 
made  several  evangelistic  tours  in  the  Hill  villages,  where  the 
pagans  receive  the  gospel  news  without  opposition.  Once  I 
went  to  a  village  with  some  of  the  King's  Daughters'  cirole,  ami 
preached  to  hundreds  of  women,  whom  we  cannot  reach  other- 
wise. As  soon  as  those  hill  women  saw  our  women  to  sing 
songs  and  speak  of  a  new  Savior,  they  came  out  in  great  num- 
bers and  gathered  together  before  our  women,  and  inquired  many 
a  things  from  them.  They  had  long  conversation  with  their  fel- 
low women  preachers  and  entreated  them  to  go  to  them  often. 

G.  N.  Pakiaxatfian. 


B  A.TTAL  AGUNDU  STATION. 

Battalagundu.  — In  my  pastorate  there  are  32o  Christians  in 
16  villages,  of  whom  116  are  communicants.  I  have  administer- 
ed the  Lord's  Supper  14  times  here  and  in  the  village  congrega- 
tions. Three  were  admitted  in  the  church  on  profession  and  1 1 
children  wcro  baptized.  Two  very  old  men,  who  were  shiuiug 
lights,  even  in  their  old  age,  died  very  peacefully.  Ten  souls  in 
two  heathen  families  embraced  Christianity.  One  Christian 
woman  offered  Rs.  100  towards  the  erection  of  a  strong  church, 
in  her  place,  besides  giving  her  regular  offerings.  The  work  of' 
the  Y.  M.  C  A.  and  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  and  the  King's  Daughters' 
circle  is  regularly  carried  on. 

A.  PlTCnAIMTJTTHU. 

MA.NDAPASALAI  STATION. 

Aruppukottai. — In  addition  to  my  pastoral  duties  at  head' 
quarters,  I  made  a  regular  tour,  during  the  year,  into  the  pastor- 
ate-, which  is  composed  of  24  villages  and  two  churches.  In 
Aruppukottai  a  prayer  band  has  recently  been  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  prayers  every  Suuday  morning  for  the  minis- 
ter and  congregation.  Some  members  of  the  congregation  are 
in  the  habit  of  daily  reading  the  Scripture- according  to  the  plan 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Reading  Union  Calendar,  and  of  preaching 
to  the  people  whom  they  meet.  Without  hesitation  it  can  be 
said  that  some  men  and  women  iu  the  church  are  really  convert- 
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ed  and  try  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  Christ.  500  handbills  are 
monthly  distributed  in  the  town,  and  they  have  proved  no  small 
awakening  among  the  people  ;  for  a  good  many  that  receive 
them  ask  me  questions  on  the  subject  matter,  and  some  have 
preserved  them  one  after  another  for  future  perusal.  As  a  re- 
sult of  street  preaching,  two  men  of  respectable  position,  having 
been  convinced  of  the  folly  of  Hinduism,  search  after  the  truth 
with  intense  fervor.  The  Pastors'  Conference,  the  first  of  its 
kind,  was  held  in  Aruppukottai  in  May  for  two  days,  and  prov- 
ed a  real  benefit  and  blessing  to  every  one  present. 

Y.3.  Taylob. 

Kamuthi.— In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  there  is  reason 
to  thank  the  Lord.  A  man  who  was  a  great  drunkard  and  a 
notorious  robber,  though  a  nominal  Christian  siuce  Mr.  Taylor's 
time,  came  forward  and  requested  to  be  admitted  to  the  communi- 
on. The  church  voted  to  receive  him,  and  now  I  hear  that  he 
has  given  up  those  two  sins  and  works  hard  to  support  his  large 
family.  In  another  congregation  a  man,  who  formerly  hated  his 
Christian  relatives  and  would  not  eat  with  them,  has  seen  clearly 
the  excellency  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  together  with  some 
of  his  village  people,  has  embraced  it.  He  has  been  greatly 
persecuted  by  his  wife  and  other  relatives,  also  by  the  Brahmans 
who  are  the  landlords.  Thus  far  he  and  his  companions  stand 
firm.  At  another  place  when  administering  the  Lord's  Supper,  I 
insisted  that  now  is  the  acceptable  time  and  now  is  the  day  of 
salvation.  A  young  man  unexpectedly  arose,  seeming  to  be 
much  impressed  by  the  sermon,  and  asked  to  be  taken  into  the 
church.  I  hear  good  reports  of  him  since  that  time.  I  have 
distributed  1,200  Tamil  and  600  English  handbills.  During  the 
year  I  have  traveled  more  than  1,800  miles  on  foot,  visiting  and 
exhorting  33  village  congregations,  consisting  of  about  1,000 
souls,  and  have  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  to  250  communi- 
cants in  their  respective  places. 

M.  Eames. 

Sevalpattt. — During  the  year  20  children  were  baptized  and 
27  adults  admitted  to  the  church,  4  by  profession  of  faith  and  23 
by  letter.  As  the  result  of  private  instruction  two  families  have 
given  up  driuk  and  others  are  trying  to  do  so.    We  have  started 
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Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  ia  some  of  the  congregations  and  we  hope  the 
work  among  the  children  will  help  keep  many  from  the  sin  of 
drunkenness  and  will  produce  other  needed  changes  in  the 
Christians  in  the  future.  By  house  to  house  visiting,  several  in- 
different and  careless  Christians  have  been  induced  to  attend 
prayer  meetings  regularly.  As  the  immediate  result  of  our 
itineracy  last  April  68  souls  in  Kadaladi  Karisakulam  put  them- 
selves under  Christian  instruction.  As  is  usual  they  Avere  per- 
secuted by  their  Hindu  relatives  and  friends.  Some  not  being 
able  to  endure  the  trouble,  have  returned  to  their  former  religion. 
Observing  the  firmness  and  steadfastness  of  the  remaining  48, 
we  have  given  a  catechist  to  teach  them.  They  have  given  us 
their  former  idols  to  dispose  of  as  we  think  best.  We  have  built 
a  house  for  the  catechist  on  the  very  place  where  they  formerly 
had  a  Hindu  temple.  Hearing  of  the  severe  persecutions  of  the 
Armenians,  the  Christians  gave  willingly  what  they  could  to- 
ward their  relief.  Sympathetic  Christians  prayed  with  tears  to 
the  all  merciful  God  to  protect  them  from  the  tyranny  of  their 
cruel  persecutors.  I  visit  nearly  every  congregation  in  the 
pastorate  once  a  month,  spending  a  night  in  each  village,  so  as 
to  hold  prayer  meetiugs,  examine  the  Christians  in  Scripture 
knowledge,  and  look  after  other  necessary  work. 

G.  P.  Vetuanatagam. 
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The  following  donations,  received  by  those  under 
whose  name  they  are  severally  specified,  are  thank- 
fully acknowledged. 


Rev.  E.  Chester,  m.d. 
For  the  Dindigul  Dispensary. 


Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Dindigul  Taluk  Board 

1,363 

0 

0 

Dindigul  Municipality  ... 

455 

0 

0 

Joint  Grant  of  above,  for  Medicine 

650 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Spencer  and  Co. 

100 

0 

0 

G.  S.  Hickey,  Esq. 

10 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Spencer  and  Co.'s  Rollers. 

25 

0 

0 

For  Mrs-  Chester's  Girls'  School. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Glazier 

200 

0 

0 

A  Friend  ... 

200 

n 
u 

A 

u 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Chapman,  Springfield,  Mass. 

103 

3 

3 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Birnie,              „  „ 

103 

3 

3 

For  General  Mission  and  Evangelistic  Work. 

E.  E.  Glazier,  Esq. 

200 

0 

0 

Sir  Philip  Hutchj.ns 

100 

0 

0 

Messrs.  Spencer  and  Co. 

100 

0 

0 

W.  R.  Talbot,  Esq.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

170 

9 

1 

P.  N.  Bodfish,  Esq.,  Wareham,  Mass. 

111 

13 

10 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Caprou,  Boston,  Mass. 

77 

11 

7 

C.  E.  S.,  Durham,  N.  Y. 

67 

8 

3 

J.  A.  Jamison,  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J. 

25S 

0 

0 

Winthop  Church,  Charlestown,  Mass. 

31 

6 

3 

Mrs.  A.  Miller,  New  York 

79 

10 

8 

George  C.  White,  Esq.,  New  York  ... 

167 

5 

1 

Mrs.  A.  C.  Hull,  Durham,  N.  Y. 

153 

9 

7 

71 


Rev.  W.  P.  Elwood. 

Mrs.  Goodkin,  Soutbport,  Conn.     ...  $50  00 

Mr.  J.  A.  Tucker,  Blue  Hill,  Mass.  20  00 

Miss  Tucker               ...              ...  5  00 

Mrs.  Page,  N.  Y.         ...              ...  25  00 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Wakemati,  Ferris  Farms, 

Conn.      ...              ...              ...  15  00 

Mr.  A.  L.    Hill,  Southport,    Conn.  15  00 


Rev.  D.  S.  Herrick. 

For  Work  in  Battalagundu. 

S.S.  Class,  North  Church,  Spring- 
field, Mass.  ...  ...      12  00 

Miss  13.  Kingsley,  Lakeville,    Mass.      10  00 


Mrs.  D.  S.  Herrick. 

Young  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Arlington, 

Mass.,  for  Mohammedan  work    ...      50  00 


Miss  M.  T.  Noyes. 
For  Madura   Girls'   Training  School. 


Friends  of  Miss  Swift  ...  ...  Rs.  162 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Capron       ...  ...  167 

Miss  Gilmans  School,  Boston        ...  $5  00 

Youthful  Helpers,  Somerville,  Mass.  15  00 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Clark,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  15  00 

C.  B.  S.  Pomona,  California  ...  15  00 

R.  J.  Branch  ...  ...  80  00 

C.  E.  S  ,  Upper  Montclair,  N.  J.    ...  20  00 

Sunday  School,  Windham,  Conn.  ...  20  00 

Sunday  School,  Walnut  Hills,  Ohio.  17  35 

Mrs.  Bird,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  ...  15  00 

Mrs.  Owen,  through  Mrs.  Capron   .,.  25  00 


0 
7 

16  2 
51  7 
50  8 

50  11 
101  7 

67  15 

68  2 
58  14 

51  1 
83  5 


9 
7 
8 
2 
0 
8 
4 
0 
0 

0 
6 
4 
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Miss  M.  M.  Root. 

Barrington,  R.  I.       ...  ...     $50  00 

Perry  Centre,  N.  Y.    ...  ...       22  50 


Rkv.  C.  S.  Yaughan. 


Mrs.  W.  D.  Goodkin   by  W.  G. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Wateman,  Southport,  Me. 

25  00 

85 

7 

<y 

Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  of  the  Congregational 

Church,  Jennings,  La. 

10  00 

33 

15 

6 

David  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Forestdale, 

Que. 

25  00 

84 

14 

9 

Y.  Christie,  Esq.,  Island  Brook,  Que. 

8  50 

28 

13 

11 

Friends  by  Mrs.  L.  Magoon,  Fitch 

Bay,  Que. 

20  00 

68 

5 

9 

Friends  by  Mrs.  Y.  Cook,  Laconia, 

20  00 

68 

5 

9 

N.  H.  Junior  S.  C.  E. ... 

15  00 

57 

9 

7 

Rkv.  Edward  P.  Holton. 


Mayflower  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  Kingston, 

Mass. ... 

15 

00 

52 

7 

0 

Miss  Mary  J.  Hacket,  Waltham, 

Mass.  ... 

1 

00 

3 

5 

0 

Mayflower  Cong.    Church,  Kings- 

ton, Mass. 

11 

00 

37 

13 

5 

Y.P.S.C.E.,  Cohassett,  Mass. 

5 

00 

17 

3 

3 

Howard  Church,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

5 

00 

17 

2 

9 

Dea.  Josiah  D.  Gregory,  Princeton, 

Mass.  ... 

100 

00 

339 

10 

10 

Mr.  Luther  Hatch,  Kingston,  Mass. 

10 

00 

33 

15 

6 

Junior  Y.P.S.C.E.,  Cohassett,  „ 

10 

00 

33 

15 

6 

Friends  by  Misa  Alice  Kersting,  Con- 

cord, Mass. 

8 

00 

27 

2 

9 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Capron  for  an  Evangelist. 

12 

00 

40 

12 

2 

Primary    Department,  Pepperell, 

Mass. 

10 

00 

34 

4 

0 
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1st  Cong.  Church,  Minersville,  Pa. 

10 

00 

33 

15 

6 

Y.P.S.C.E.,  North  Cong.  Church, 

New  York  City 

40 

00 

136 

7 

6 
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Mrs.  Childs  and  Friends,  Montreal, 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Can. 

S200 

fin 

K 

o 

0 

Rev.  W.  M.  Zumbko. 

Rev.  u-.  H.  ixutterson,  Winchester, 

Mass.    ...             ...  ... 

o 
o 

00 

27 

2 

9 

T?av     TT!     Tf      Alrlpn     T)  T)      anrl  wife 
XYtfV.    -LJ .    -LV.                        X^.l-'.,   aUU  Wile, 

Boston,  Mass.  ... 

100 

00 

342 

6 

8 

Williams  College  Church,  Williams- 

town,  Mass. 

401 

70 

1370 

7 

8 

Rev.  J.  L.  Hanna,  Chicago 

100 

00 

344 

0 

0 

Geo.  A.  HarriDgton,  Esq.,  Pawnee 

City  ...   

£4  0 

0 

66 

1 

4 

A  Friend,  Shanon,  Conn. 

1 

00 

3 

6 

4 

Children    of    the    Cong.  Church, 

Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

5 

00 

16 

14 

7 

Hems  from  the  Statistical  Tables. 


Ordained  Missionaries  on  the  Field,  of  whom  2 


are  Physicians 

1 0 

Missionary  Ladies,  9  married  and  6  single 

l  0 

.rastor9 

o  •> 

XTatechists . . .              ...               ...  ... 

± UDtii  xiai-ivc  -Agents    ...                ...  ... 

"V^illcirroo  in   TuViif.il   4"1iqvq  o  pa  ^lii'ictliaTlQ 
>  lildgtra  111  V\  liiUil  LilLLc  dlb  \ju.L  loLla.Ua  ... 

443 

A  n hprp  n  f"Q 

JVUllCl  LU  to  .  ,  .                               ...                               ...  ... 

15,495 

Persons  able  to  read  ... 

UtKjOJ 

Average  Sabbath  Attendance      ...  ... 

0,0  I  o 

I     /"V*"*  T"  T*l  n  lift  A»l  a                                                                                                                            Lf  n 

i^oDiri  ouiions              ...                ...  x\s. 

Church  Members        ...               ...  ... 

Added  by  Profession  ...              ...  ... 

1  7-i 

Bible  Women 

0  / 

Pupils  under  instruction  by  them  ... 

4,  loo 

Separate  houses  visited  by  them  ... 

1  A  OOO 

14, 1  Is 

Number  of  persons  addressed  by  them 

"%  ^70    A*}  O 

j  7o,4d8 

„      „       „          }i         „  Evangelists  ... 

177,585 

„                           „         on  Itineracies  ... 

167.902 

Bibles  and  Testaments  sold  and  given 

637 

Scripture  Portions       „  „ 

3,100 

Schools  of  all  grades  ... 

161 

Teachers  ... 

287 

Total  of  scholars 

5,910 

Christian  scholars 

1 ,776 

School  and  other  books  sold         ...  .... 

1 8,835 

Tracts  and  Handbills  distributed  ... 

150,181 

Fees  collected  from  scholars         ...  Rs. 

11, 43  J 
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Rev.  C.  S.  Vaughan 
Mrs.  C.  8.  Vaughan 
Rev.  P.  Van  Allen,  m.d. 
Mrs.  P.  Van  Allen 
Miss  Eva  M.  Swift 
Miss  Mary  M.  Koot. 
Miss  Gertrude  Barker. 
Miss  Bessie  B.  Notes,  b.a. 
Mfss  Mary  T.  Noyes,  b.a. 
Miss  Harriet  E.  Parker,  m.d.  J 

Rev.  E.  Chester,  m.d. 
Mrs.  E.  Chester. 


Y  Madura,  S.  India, 


Rev.  W.  P.  Elwood,  b.a. 
Mrs.  W.  P.  Elwood 

Rev.  H.  C.  Hazen,  m;  a. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Hazen 

Rev.  D.  S.  Herrick,  m.a. 
Mrs.  D.  S.  Herrick,  b.a. 

Rev.  E.  P.  Holton,  m  a. 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Holton 

Rev.  J.  P.  Jones,  d.d. 

Mrs.  J.  P.  Jones 

Rev.  W.  M.  Zumbro,  m.a. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Tracy,  d.d. 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Tracy 

Rev.  G.  T.  Washburn,  d.d. 
Mrs.  G.  T.  Washburn 
Rev.  J.  S.  Chandler,  m.a. 
Mrs.  J.  S  Chandler,  b.a. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Perkins,  m.a. 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Perkins 
Miss  Mary  R.  Perkins 


Dindigul,     S.  India, 
Palani,  „ 
Aruppukottei,  „ 
Battalagundu,  ,,. 
Manamadura, 


^  Pasumalei. 


^  Periakula 


Ui. 


On  Furlough, 

in  America. 
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